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26 Perlitz victims file
lawsuits against Fairfield
By Loan Le
Editor-in-Chief

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror
Students speak with nonprofit organizations at the post-grad service career fair yesterday.

Planning for post-grad service
By Enxhi Mysly mi
Associate News Editor
After working as a Resident
Assistant in 70 McCormick Road
last year, Sarah Krikorian '14 realized the difference she could make
in her community.
"I enjoyed the Service for
Justice Residential College and
the program," Krikorian said. "I
learned so much as a Resident Assistant about giving back."
Yesterday Krikorian attended
the nonprofit and post-grad
service career fair in the Oak Room
and met with representatives of
nonprofit organizations about
volunteering her time after
graduation.

"I wasn't planning on coming,
but now I'm genuinely interested
in everything I see and the people
here seem genuinely interested in
this," she said.
This year marks the first time
that Campus Ministry and the Career Planning Center have combined to organize the event, which
brought in nonprofit organizations
such as Teach for America, Boston
College School of Theology and
Ministry and Project Purple.
"I don't want people to think
that there is only work or grad
school after college. I want people
to know that there are other options," said Cathleen Borgman '80,
director of the Career Planning

Center. "Not everybody is wired
the same way and you shouldn't
have to go down the same path."
The annual event has been
organized by Campus Ministry
for at least 10 years. It began as a
faith-based event where Catholicaffiliated organizations would be
invited to Fairfield to connect with
students, and it has expanded to
include organizations without religious affiliation.
"Campus Ministry and Career Planning combined efforts ...
and we're going to try and make it
bigger and bigger," Borgman said.
Campus Minister for ImmerREAD WORK ON PAGE

Twenty-one new lawsuits filed
last Thursday allege that Fairfield
University and others failed to
supervise Douglas Perlitz '92, who
was sentenced to nearly 20 years in
prison for sexually abusing boys at a
school he founded in Haiti.
These new cases bring the total
of lawsuits against Fairfield and others to 26, said the victims' attorney,
Mitchell Garabedian. The lawsuits
demand $20 million for each victim.
The plaintiffs of the new lawsuits
are ages 18 through 27, and they were
abused from 2000 to 2008 at ages 10
to 20, according to Garabedian. Some
were abused by Perlitz repeatedly, he
added.
Garabedian is also investigating
30 other victims.
In addition to Fairfield, other
defendants include Society of Jesus of
New England and Sovereign Military
Hospitaller Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta.
With a grant from the Knights
of Malta, Perlitz founded the Pierre
Toussaint School for street boys in
1997. Two years later, Haiti Fund^.an
organization led by former Fairfield
Campus Ministry Director Fr. Paul
Carrier, other Fairfield employees and
wealthy Roman Catholics from the
county, formed to oversee the school.
Allegations of sexual abuse
emerged in 2007, but according to
the law firm Day Pitney, Fairfield had
no knowledge of the allegations until
May 2, 2008. Project Pierre Toussaint
has since closed down.
In 2010, Perlitz pleaded guilty
to traveling to Haiti for the purpose

of engaging in sexual conduct with a
minor.
Previously, 24 victims had filed
lawsuits against Fairfield and others,
alleging they were negligent in the
supervision of Perlitz while he was in
Haiti. Fairfield's lawyer, Stanley Twardy, of Day Pitney, had said that Pierre
Toussaint is separate from the University. The lawsuits were dismissed
in July and a $12 million settlement
was reached. Garabedian said he has
received the total amount, and he is
distributing it to the victims.

Douglas Perlitz '92 is serving 20 years
for sexually abusing boys at a school
he founded in Haiti.
File Photo

"It's not unusual for victims who
were sexually abused to feel alone and
isolated," said Garabedian. When victims learn of others stepping forward,
"they feel a sense of empowerment,"
and decide to pursue their own cases,
he said.
These victims should be "commended," Garabedian said.
Inquiries to Fairfield were referred to Twardy, who responded saying that the school has yet to be served
their papers for the 26 lawsuits. Once
they receive the papers, they will begin to respond, Twardy said.
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NCAA: Fairfield GSR highest in MAAC
By Timothy Leach
Contributing Writer
The National Collegiate Athletic Association has recently announced that Fairfield University has the 12th
highest graduation success rate amongst student athletes
in the nation. Additionally, Fairfield has the highest GSR
of all 11 Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference colleges and
universities.
Seventeen of Fairfield's varsity programs are above
the national average of Division I student-athletes that
enrolled between 2003-06, with 15 of those programs
having a success rate of 100 percent. Fairfield has consistently upheld a GSR of 94 percent or higher since the
NCAA's inception.
According to FairfieldStags.com, the GSR measures
graduation over six years from initial college enrollment,
meaning Fairfield should be expected to continue upholding their excelled standards for years to come.

The overall GSR for Fairfield is 81 percent, which
is also calculated through a grouping that maintains the
stats within the last six years. While both are very respectable GSR's, there is a noticeable difference between
the two with athletes seeming to have the advantage.
"It's like comparing apples and oranges," said Director of Admission Karen Pellegrino. "There's a lot of factors that contribute to a student's success once they get
here."
Looking at Fairfield's records of first-year acceptance, it has generally been accepting more students
within the past few years, from 60 percent acceptance of
applications in 2006 compared to 71 percent acceptance
of applications in 2012. In turn, the sizes of our incoming
classes have been increasing.
The class of 2016 enrolled 990 students, the largest

Leigh Tauss/The Mirror
The WW II Victory Medal, Bronze Star Medal and Purple Heart are given
to those who have gone above and beyond the call of duty. On Nov. 11, to
commemorate Veterans Day, four U.S. veterans presented works of creative
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writing and discussed "just war" in the lower level BCC. Story on page 8
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Prayer service strives to build community
By Enxhi Myslymi
Associate News Editor
Junior Sohail Sumra used to go to
the back of his chemistry class in high
school and begin reciting his daily
prayers as a practicing Muslim.
"After the first couple of weeks
people got used to it," Sumra said.
"My freshman year of high school, my
teacher offered me his room to pray,
and at Fairfield I have gotten the same
response. You go to Campus Ministry
and there are prayer rugs there.
"Luckily I've never had any real
aversion," Sumra added. "The majority
of what I get is a lot of confusion and
a lot of questions [about my religion]."
Sumra recited the adhan, or call
to prayer, during Friday's Muslim
Prayer service, which took place in
the interfaith room in 42 Bellarmine
Road. He was one of eight Muslims
who took part in the Friday prayer.
"I learned to recite the adhan as a
child," Sumra said. "It's easy to pick up
because you hear it five times a day,"
referring to the five prayers Muslims
recite each day.
With his dad as a hafiz, someone
who has memorized the Quran, Islam
has been a significant part of Sumra's
life. "Having it be such a part of my
life was difficult in that there was more
pressure on me to know what I was
talking about, to know what I was doing as a hafiz's son," he said.
In Islam, the Friday prayer is a
weekly service, but the monthly oncampus service began four years ago
with the help of the Muslim Student
Association and it occurs on at least
one Friday a month.
According to Dr. Martin Nguyen,
assistant professor of religious studies,
it is easier for Muslim students to attend the service when it takes place on
campus because otherwise they would
need to go to a mosque off campus,
with the closest being 15 minutes away
in Bridgeport.
Anywhere from eight to 15 Muslims attend the prayer service on campus, and 12 to 30 people attend in all.
"When there's a greater demand, we

might have something greater with the
service," Nguyen said.
Friday's prayer continued with
visiting Muslim Chaplain Jawad Bayat, who spoke of the Day of Ashura,
when Prophet Muhammad's grandson
Husayn was killed in battle against the
Umayyad, the group in power.
Husayn's death is an example of
people standing up against injustice.
"The best fighting, struggle, in
the path of God is to speak justice to
an oppressive ruler," Bayat said.
Considering students' "strong
work ethic" and their involvement on
and off campus, Bayat hopes to use his
one-year rotating position as chaplain to support students through their
struggles in balancing academics with
outside activities and organizations.
"I want to remind them that
God doesn't give us a burden we can't
handle, and we need to make the most
out of our experiences," Bayat said.
"I'm happy to be here and I'm here to
serve."
According to Sumra, having a

visiting chaplain can bring "new ideas
and new energy, but it's difficult to
begin fresh every single year ... and
it would be beneficial to have an established full-time chaplain," which
would allow the chaplain to build
more community on campus.
For students in the audience, the
prayer service was different from what
they were used to.
"Having attended Catholic masses my entire life, I found it refreshing
to attend this prayer service and witness something new," said Amanda
Lajoie '14. "I have always been fascinated by Muslim prayer... [and] the
prayer service opened my eyes to the
beauty of it."
Senior Lauren Kavanagh found
similarities in Christian and Muslim
services, saying: "It was interesting to
see how the sermon seemed to be very
similar to sermons in Christian church
services ... [but] I also thought it was
interesting how in different parts of
the service, participants would pray
together, then on their own."

Students and community members of the Islam faith gather in the
interfaith room at 42 Bellarmine Road for their Friday prayer service.
Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

Management and marketing professionals
speak to DSB students
By Nicholas O'Connell
Contributing Writer
On Wednesday, Oct. 30, in the Dolan School of Business dining room, Senior Director of Global
Marketing and Merchandising at Ralph Lauren, Alison Muench '02, spoke to 170 business school students.
Recruited by the Marketing Club, Muench shared experiences and lessons she has learned throughout her
successful career path. In the past she has had positions at Nike, L'Oreal and Vera Wang. She spoke about
"finding your passion" and tipped students on successful interviewing techniques. Dr. Jerry Cavallo, associate professor of marketing, said, "It's great that the Marketing Club brings such wonderful former Fairfield
University graduates to serve as an inspiration for our current students. She was terrific."
■HHOHNHMMH

Pat Nzemets, Sharon Budds and Debora Gross were panelists for the
Management Club's sponsored event.
Nicholas O'Connell/The Mirror
Last Tuesday, the Management Club sponsored an event
with three guest speakers in the
Human Resources field. Dr. Lisa
Mainiero, professor of management, introduced the speakers,
Pat Nzemets, Sharon Budds and
Debora Gross, who took turns
talking about their career paths
and experiences. Business school
students had the ability to engage
with them while eating pizza. The

club touched upon the point of always having the ability to "convey
your story" to another professional. Another important takeaway
was to be authentic. Companies
want to understand the employee
as a person. The better the employee articulates his or her goals,
the more success the employee will
have. The speakers said networking plays a major role in the job Christopher Merone '14, Pierelle Eppie '14, Brien Bates '14, Alison Muench '02, Jacqueline Roberts '14,
Elizabeth Girgenti '14, Kerrie Bourque '14 and Jerry Bivona '14.
Nicholas O'Connell/The Mirror
search process.
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William Abbott: from
Berkeley to Fairfield
By Robert Joyce
Crime Beat Reporter
Dr. William M. Abbott has
learned a lot about teaching and the
true value of education throughout
his nearly 30-year tenure at Fairfield. As an associate professor of
history and as the former chair of
the history department, his passion for; learning and history have
recently molded together in his
efforts to preserve the integrity of
higher education.
"Abbott grew up in Menlo Park,
a town in the San Francisco Bay
Area. He attended a school within
the University of California system
because his family didn't have
enough money to afford a private
university. Abbott said he settled on
UC Berkeley over UCLA "because
of the smog in Los Angeles."
"I had always liked history. I'd
always been good at it," said Abbott. However, it was at UC Berkeley where he discovered his love
and passion for history. "I got so
excited by a great history professor
there ... I became a history major
almost immediately, thanks to this
man," said Abbott.
This professor, a graduate of
Oxford University, strongly encouraged Abbott to pursue his doctorate at Oxford after his four years
at UC Berkeley. Abbott graduated
from Oxford with a doctorate in
modern British history in 1982.
After three long years of job hunting, Abbott came to Fairfield.
"Jobs were very scarce at that
time, especially in the humanities and history," Abbott said. "For
every job I was applying for, there
were about a hundred applicants. I

compiled an enormous stack of rejection notices before I got the job
at Fairfield."
Although Abbott has a number of published articles, teaching
has always been the primary focus
of his 28 years as a Fairfield professor.
"At a school like Fairfield where
we don't have a graduate program
in history, per se, very little of what
my research is involved with actually gets into the classroom because
90 percent of my students are lower
division core students," he said. "So
in that sense, time spent working
on your teaching is time spent taking away from research," and vice
versa, according to Abbott. "I just
feel that the teaching is too important."
Abbott's original research
focus was mid-17th century English
history, specifically on the church,
which he wrote his dissertation on.
It has since switched to a focus on
animal rights movements during
the late 19th century.
Abbott
has been studying the arguments
regarding the use of animals for
product testing in laboratories.
Even more recently, Abbott
has conducted research outside
of the subject of history. He has
been researching the issue of grade
inflation in higher education.
According to Abbott, "Over the last
30 or 40 years, the average grade has
increased, given at any university,
without any corresponding increase
in the abilities of the students."
Abbott said that "at Fairfield
University today, work that would
have earned a C+ 30 years ago is
going to get you a B or B+. The
average grade at Fairfield right now
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Associate professor of history and former chair to the department,
Dr. William M. Abbott.
Photo contributed by William M. Abbott
is a B or B+."
The pressures to assign better grades are a result of professorial interests, according to Abbott.
Professors get promoted because of
publications and teaching; by giving out better grades, a professor
has more time for research, allowing them to promote their careers,
he said.
Abbott recalled a story from
about 10 years ago, when an angry father called the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences "and
said that he wanted his daughter
to get the B average he was paying
for." Abbott stressed that there is a
lost acknowledgement among parents and students to recognize the
connection between learning and
grades.
"Students are spending a quarter of a million dollars and four
years out of their lives to go here,

and so many of them think that if
they just take all the easy courses
and wind up with a high grade
point average, but having learned
very little - which you can do here
- then they are going get out there
in the world with a diploma and
that'll just be a ticket to a really
good job," Abbott said. "What they
don't understand is that the diploma just gets your foot in the door
... After that, you have to show that
you've actually learned something."
"It's in the students' interests
to take the tough professors, the
tough courses and tough majors ...
and grow," said Abbott.
He said that students should
study hard, manage their time well
and still have a very rich social
life. "That's what college is for: to
grow as a person, not just through
academics but through interacting
with others."

1

amount of students Fairfield has accepted since 2000; this year Fairfield
enrolled 963 freshman students. Pellegrino attributes the number of increasing applicants to the talented
applicant pool.
"I think that we make some very
good decisions in the admissions
process," said Pellegrino. "Our staff
reviews applications holistically, we
never base our decision solely on a
final GPA a student has."
However, there are other benefits to being an athlete. Sophomore
Jeannette Eckelman, on the women's
rowing team, had missed her application deadline and was able to make
it in on behalf of her coach's recommendation.
"I don't think they would have
done that if I didn't have my head
coach supporting me," said Eckelman.
There are athletic scholarships
available that are not connected to
the normal merit scholarship process
as well as those associated with need,
just as there are with non-athletes.
Some sports involve full scholarships such as men's and women's
basketball. Partial scholarships are
awarded at a coach's discretion and
are based on whether the students
are admissible to the University.
All students are able to capitalize on Fairfield's success, no matter
their other obligations. Athletics and
academics are just two out of several
aspects that make up a Fairfield student. "We believe in the education of
the whole person," said Pellegrino.

Students refocus winter service trip
By Robert Hagstrom
Assistant News Editor
Twenty Fairfield students will
travel to New Orleans for a winter
service trip - a trip that was criticized by the school two years earlier.
The only student-run service
trip, separate from Campus Ministry, will focus on aiding the relief efforts that still continue eight
years after Hurricane Katrina left
New Orleans in ruins.
"I don't think you realize
how much work still needs to be
done in New Orleans until you get
there," said Benafsha Juyia '14,
one of the student leaders of the
trip.
Students will be accompanied
by Student Programs and Leadership Development Assistant Director Tyler McClain and Associate Director of Career Planning
Stephanie Grejtak.
Once the students arrive
in New Orleans, they will begin
working on the home repairs,
Juyia said. The group will work
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and then
in the evenings have reflection
periods where students talk about

Benafsha Juyia '14
Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

their experiences.
On the trip, students will help
rebuild the outside of a home by
painting, installing windows, and
repairing the roof.
Students will leave on Jan.
5 to collaborate with a New
Orleans-based organization called

Rebuilding Together, which helps
repair homes and spend time with
the locals.
On the last day of their trip,
the group will volunteer at an
animal shelter by interacting and
playing with hundreds of abandoned animals from the storm.
They will also help organize, clean
and paint the shelter, said Monique Goguen '14, the other student leader of the trip.
While this year's trip follows
the guidelines Campus Ministry
uses for their service ventures,
two years ago, the service trip
group faced its share of criticism.
"When I came to Fairfield, the
trip had a reputation of being an
excursion to New Orleans and not
so much focused on the service aspect," McClain said.
Juyia and Goguen said that
students weren't performing to the
best of their ability; they wandered
from the group without supervision and arrived at the worksite
hungover.
Even though this is a studentrun service trip, the group has to
follow Fairfield codes and regulations, Goguen noted.

Monique Goguen '14
Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

In light of this, Director of
Student Involvement Fred Kuo
said the question was asked if students were using the money they
fundraised solely for service work.
"Is it a proper use of money if
students aren't fully spending their
time in the way that they were fun-

draising for?" Kuo asked.
Juyia and Goguen noted that
last year was a much better experience for everyone involved. Lexi
Tarabour '13 was the leader of last
year's service trip and was instrumental in getting it back to a more
service oriented, reflection experience, Kuo said.
"It is so much more focused
on the service aspect of the trip.
The past few years the advisors
have worked to get the trip to
where it is," McClain said.
Last year, aside from their
service work, the group went to
Loyola University New Orleans
where they heard stories told by
Katrina victims. In addition, the
group went to a Pelicans basketball game, attended a brass band
concert and went on a swamp tour
throughout the week.
"It is so rewarding going
down there, because people are
so thankful for everything you do,
even though it's been so long since
the hurricane happened," said
Goguen. "I personally want this to
be something they will never forget because it will be an experience
they'll never forget.""

Compiled by Robert Joyce.
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Information contributed by the
Department of Public Safety.
Wednesday, 11/6
1:22 p.m. - Ray-Ban sunglasses were reported stolen from the first floor hallway in
Canisius Hall.
Thursday, 11/7
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3:18 p.m. - A student driving a motor vehicle at a high rate of speed on Mclnnes
Road refused to stop for DPS officers.
The student was identified and their parking privileges have since been suspended.
7:24 p.m. - Students in Regis Hall were
discovered to be in possession of alcohol after they failed to attend a mandatory building meeting. The students were referred to
student conduct

Work isn't the only post-grad path
CONT. FROM PAGE

sions and Pilgrimages Jocelyn Collen '06
volunteered with FrancisCorps at a women's shelter after graduation and "saw the
real world."
"Going and spending time with people who are in shelters, you spend a lot of
time learning about the real world that
you never learn otherwise," Collen said.
Students might be undecided about
their future after college; volunteering their time can help them figure out
what they want to be "when they grow
up," Colleen continued. What is most
important is that students "know what
they have to offer, what their gifts are,
and what they like to do" when applying

•
•

Saturday, 11/9
12:08 a.m. - Students in Jogues Hall were
referred to student conduct for an alcohol
violation.
3:14 a.m. - DPS responding to a fire
alarm at Tbwnhouses 8 block determined
that marijuana smoke was the likely cause.
Marijuana was discovered, and residents
were cited and referred to student conduct.

•

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Paul Muldoon - Public poetry reading of his work at 6
p.m. in the Dolan School of Business Dining Room
"The Color of Justice" at 7 p.m. in Kelley Center Presentation Room
Public lecture on the future of health care and education with speaker Dr. Afaf Meleis, dean of nursing at University of Pennsylvania, at 6 p.m. in the Regina A. Quick
Center Kelley Theatre
Kadima Social - "Taste of Judaism" provides variety of Jewish food for people to try
at 7:30 p.m. in Barone Campus Center 200

Nov. 14:
•
•

"What's happening in Syria?" dialogue at 7:30 p.m. in lower level BCC
Alpha Mu Gamma will host an International Meet and Greet, 6 to 8 p.m., at the Levee.

Nov. 16:

9:59 p.m. - Excessively loud music led
DPS to discover underage students in possession of alcohol in Regis Hall. All were
referred to student conduct.

•

Sunday, 11/10

•

3:02 a.m. - A criminal trespass warning
was issued to a suspicious non-student who
was roaming Jogues Hall and trying to court
women.

Nov. 19:

For complete list, make sure to
check out fairfieldmirror.com

CA

"The Stories We Tell: Catholic and Protestant Views of Christian History" at 9:30
a.m. in DiMenna-Nyselius multimedia room 101

Nov. 18:

•

Damien Echols and Lorri Davis - "The Long Fight for Freedom" at 8 p.m. in Regina
A. Quick Center Kelley Theatre

Sandra Schneiders - "Buying the Field: Women Religious in a Renewing Church" at
8 p.m. in Dolan School of Business Dining Room

In the world:

THE MIRROR
INCORPORATED

1977

Loan Le, Editor-in-Chief
Danica Ceballos, Executive Editor
Luigi DiMeglio, Managing Editor
Editors
Salvatore Trifilio, News
Leigh Tauss, Opinion
Molly Leidig, Coffee Break
Jennifer Calhoun, Sports
Enxhi Myslymi, Associate News
Robert Hagstrom, Assistant News
Robert Joyce, Crime Beat Reporter
Shauna Mitchell, Chief Copy Editor
Tebben Gill Lopez, Visual Art Director
Dylan Dembin, Assistant Vine Editor
Charles DeFilippo, Assistant Vine Editor
Online
Brian Arpie, Web Manager
Thomas Shea, Multimedia Manager
Margaret Andrew, Online Editor
Business Department
Email: advertising^ fairfieldmirror.com
Brian Cleary, CFO
Adviser
Dr. Tommy Xie
Contact Information
Fairfield University
1073 North Benson Road, BCC 104
BoxAA, Fairfield, CT 06824
General email: info(Ti fairfieldmirror.com

knowing what to expect, but I enjoyed it,
and talking to people wasn't as frightening as I thought it would be."
For Emily Goodman '14, who is
double-majoring in psychology and sociology, coming to career fairs has not
attracted her because they are all about
"accounting, accounting, accounting ...
and I don't bother showing up because
I don't have the background for it," she
said, but Tuesday's event grabbed her attention.
"I saw this and said, 'Oh, something
for me,' and so here I am," she added.
According to Krikorian, "One individual with a passion and an interest in
something can make a difference."

Nov. 13:
•

8:27 a.m. - A gold bracelet found outside
Gonzaga Hall was received by DPS.

because it is really about "sharing our talents with people who don't have what we
have."
For Brother Patrick Carey of the
Providence Alliance for Catholic Teachers, besides students having a 3.0 GPA
and being involved in service beforehand, it is important that they have "an
energy, a certain creativity and a generosity of heart."
"I've had the impression and I've already had evidence that there is a space
for service at Fairfield," Carey said.
Students in attendance enjoyed the
diverse organizations and how they were
geared to all majors.
Senior Stephanie Lee, majoring
in English, said, "I walked in here not

The Mirror Picks of the Week

Friday, 11/8
1:05 a.m. - A taxi driver was arrested for
violating a criminal trespass warning issued
on Oct. 26.

1

• Thousands of people remain
without food and shelter as
United States forces arrive in the
Philippines days after a massive
typhoon rocked the nation, according to NBC News.
• According to CBS News, the infamous Leaning Tower of Pisa is
now an inch straighter after a $40
million renovation project.
• The Los Angeles Times reported
that two French journalists were
killed by an al-Qaida-linked militia in South Africa.
• BBC News reported that Egypt's
state of emergency and nighttime
curfew that have been in place
since mid-August are being lifted.
• Eighty people were publicly executed earlier this month in North
Korea for either watching South
Korean movies or having a Bible,
Fox News reported.

THE

WAXING SPA
FOR MEN and WOMEN

.1^
www.thewaxingspa.com
• Best in Area
• Highly Skilled Waxing Staff
• Facial & Body Waxing - Expert
Bikini and Brazilian Waxing
• The Spa also Provides:
■ Massage Therapy
■ Facial Treatments
• All Services by Appointment
• Loyalty Program:
■ FREE waxing after 6th visit

203 259-8757
1138 Post Road, Fairfield, CT
(corner Round Hill Rd, next to CITGO)

Opinion

THE MIRROR | Week of November 13, 2013

What your profile picture says about you
By Molly Leidig
Coffee Break Editor
A picture can really be worth
a thousand words when it comes to
Facebook. Choosing the perfect profile picture can be an exhausting process because it sometimes requires
editing, color adjusting and cropping.
Think about it: Out of all the albums
of Facebook pictures, iPhone uploads
and tagged photos, your profile picture is the one picture that you want
all your friends to see when they click
on your name.
I've broken down Facebook users into a variety of categories of what
your profile picture says about you
The Selfie King/Queen
The selfie has made a comeback since the MySpace era. The
selfie king/queen is the person whose
profile picture album is essentially
an amateur modeling portfolio. We
only have one problem: This person
isn't a model. It is fine to sport the
occasional selfie. The key word being occasional. If you find yourself
only making your profile picture a
picture that you took yourself, maybe
consider adding some variety. You
may have a beautiful face and want
to show it off, but it can come off
as narcissistic. One more thing: It is
never acceptable to have a selfie as
your cover photo. If you're reading
this and this is the case, do yourself a
favor and go change it now.
The Dynamic Duo
We all have that annoying Facebook couple. As if you didn't feel bad
enough about your love life, you have
to login to Facebook and see Jack
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and Jill skydiving together, kissing
under the mistletoe and in coordinating Halloween costumes. Can
you say "gag me?" It's really wonderful if you're in a loving relationship,
but don't forget that you're still an
individual. People may start to get
confused of who you are if you constantly have another person in your
profile picture. Don't risk losing your
identity. In this case, I'm sure your
Facebook friends would welcome the
occasional selfie.
The Athlete
The athlete isn't worried about
looking pretty; they're more worried
about looking intense. Being an athlete shows your Facebook friends that
there is more to you than just a pretty
face or As in school. Posting athletic
photos normally racks in the likes
and shows people you are passionate
and take fitness seriously. However,
athletic pictures can also scare people, quite literally. For your non-athlete Facebook friends, they may find
your painful facial expression, messy
hair and sweat glistening body a little
unattractive. You don't want to seem
too obsessed with your sport. Make
sure you put up the occasional picture of yourself off the field so your
Facebook friends know you can clean
up nice and have a good time.
The Partier
The partier isn't the type to show
off to their Facebook friends how hot
they look in their new bikini. They're
worried about showing people how
much fun they have every weekend.
Whether it is a snapshot dancing on a
table or doing a keg stand, these pic-

tures aren't normally posed and very
candid. Like the athlete, the partier
usually racks in the likes and shows
their Facebook friends they don't
take themselves too seriously. The
one minor problem about the partier:
although photos may be entertaining
to you and your friends, your future
job might not find them as entertaining. Be wise not to post anything too
crazy and make sure your privacy
settings are adjusted accordingly.
The Over-Editor
Have you ever received a friend
request from someone super hot
that you've never seen in your life,
only to realize it's someone who's
in your class? The over-editor edits
their Facebook photos to such a de-

For the next week, the Kelley
Center will be full of frantic students searching for last-minute
class codes, PINs and asking various questions about their schedules for next semester. Registration is just an added anxiety to
our already hectic college lives.
The registration system at
Fairfield often has many glitches,
and it seems that simply good
fortune results in the amazing
schedule that students strive for.
Every grade has benefits and setbacks in the registration process.
As freshmen, we had no idea
what we're doing. What website
do I use? How quickly can I type

in my CRNs? Do my classes overlap? The list goes on and on.
One important tip for freshmen: Breathe, take your time and
relax. You will get it figured out.
You will enroll in appropriate
classes next semester. And you
will figure out how to graduate
on time.
Sophomore year still has
its stresses. As we establish our
majors and look for some potential minors, we hope that we are
signing up for the most optimal
teachers and the best time codes.
The golden year for registration is junior year. By this time,
we have mastered the system. We

gree that you can hardly tell it's even
them. There's nothing wrong with
filtering your photos slightly to make
them more appealing to the eye, but
just make sure you don't look like
Leonardo DiCaprio or Kate Upton
when you're done. Over-editing
your Facebook photos gives people
a false impression of who you really
are. Be proud of your look and rock
it.
The Artist
Being "artsy" is hip and cool
these days. The artist is the Facebook friend whose profile picture
usually has some element of nature
and them pondering life while gazing into the distance, with a deep
quote to boot. Their photos will

either be black and white or have
a professionally edited look. Although their photos may gain them
popularity, is the artsy person really as deep and emotional as they
seem? People may care about your
feelings every once in awhile, but
seeing your emo quotes and pictures everyday can get old. Make
sure to show your Facebook friends
you can have fun and be happy, at
least sometimes.
The bottom line: Look for a
mixture of all these types in your
profile picture album. Your Facebook profile picture is someone's
impression of you in one photo, so
think wisely the next time you go to
change it.

Happy Meal not to blame
By Lindsey Petronella
Contributing Writer
Has the prospect of saying
the word "no" to a child become
so daunting and draining for today's parents that they have resorted to presenting the cheery,
grin-wearing Ronald McDonald
as a predator — someone to be
feared? A petition to shut down
HappyMeal.com certainly seems
to do just that, claiming, "McDonald's has perfected the art
of predatory marketing to children." Is it true that McDonald's toys and games are meant
to entice children? Of course it

is; Dick Brams, the "father of the
Happy Meal," knew exactly what
he was doing when he introduced
this strategic product in
1979. But come on, par
ents, when it comes to
your kids, you have the
power of attorney.
Some may argue that the Happy
Meal should be
banned
because
it fosters childhood obesity and
promotes unhealthy
eating habits. To
those people I say,
use some logic. According to the
know that class before 11 is a horrible idea and that this teacher is
much more entertaining than that
one. It is a breeze to sign on to the
website, enter the CRNs, finalize
registration and view our weekly
schedule for next semester.
While seniors are at the top
of the totem pole for most things,
registration is not one of them.
The more we talk to our peers, the
more we realize the difficulties in
finding classes to fulfill our fourclass requirement. See, freshmen?
It will be fine.
Seniors are forced to look
outside their major and even
minors to find interesting and

Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, more than one third
of adults in the United States are
obese. That means that a
significant number of
adults are probably more
likely to visit the drivethru window at 5 p.m.
than they are to cook
a healthy, balanced
meal at home. Since
children typically depend on their parents
for meals, they too
are forced to settle for
fast food. Whether the
READ HAPPY MEAL ON PAGE 6
relevant classes that will show potential employers that we didn't
completely give up at the end of
senior year. Fortunately for us, we
most likely know professors that
we can contact after registration
should anything terrible occur.
As the next week approaches, freshmen and sophomores,
don't hesitate to reach out to upperclassmen or advisers for help.
Juniors, enjoy the easiest registration of your college career;
and seniors, best of luck signing
up for those late, fun and intellectually stimulating classes that
freshmen dream of taking.
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Clearing the trash
By Christopher Van Akin
Contributing Writer
Melted pink ice cream oozing
out of its brown waffle cone and running its way down the stairs was the
last thing I expected to see on the front
stairwell of Campion Hall. Clearly
visible to anyone walking up or down
the steps, a majority of the residents
must have carefully and deliberately
avoided the mess. How could anyone
desecrate my old home like this? I
grabbed some paper towels, hunched
over and began scooping and wiping
up the ice cream, then dumped it in
the trash. And then something inside
me changed: Why stop at just one ice
cream cone? I spent the rest of the
night cleaning up the building to the
raised brows of the residents.
What justifies leaving your
garbage on the ground? Sure, the
custodians normally clean it up, but
why should they have to? Because
they are getting paid to do it?
Leaving your trash for others
to pick up because it is their job is
incredibly disrespectful. It's the same
thing as walking into class and being
assigned a 10-page paper due the next

day.
It's so easy to bend over and
pick up the paper towel that you
just dropped on the floor when you
missed the shot trying to get it into
the garbage. It takes less than two
minutes to bring your cardboard box
out to the dumpster and come back.
There is no reason to save a measly
amount of time doing the right thing
so that you can spend those extra seconds staring at a wall. You can make
up this time and so much more if you
learned how not to procrastinate. The
time spent cleaning up after yourself
in these cases is completely negligible.
People have no problem cleaning up their own spaces. But take just
one step out the door, and people feel
free to leave ice cream, garbage and
cardboard boxes for someone else
to clean up. Why does just one step
make a difference between keeping
your room tidy and suddenly not
caring about what gets left on the
ground?
There is no excuse, no reason
for leaving any of this garbage for
somebody else to clean, other than
one's own laziness and privilege. Nobody is so limited on time that they

can't bend over and pick up
the paper towel they just
dropped, or care enough to
clean up a mess they made
or make one trip out to the
dumpster to drop off a cardboard box.
Yes, it is true that you
can continue leaving your
trash out in the common areas and the custodians will
keep cleaning it up. They
will certainly not appreciate
your contributions to their
workload. Stop leaving this
garbage out for others to
pick up. It is damaging to
the community and it is incredibly disrespectful.
After my 45-minute cleaning crusade in Campion, I realized
I should not stop there. With some
thought and a quick understanding
that there was absolutely no justification for stopping at just one building,
I did the same for Regis and Jogues,
this time returning any ripped down
door tags to the Resident Assistant
doors and collecting loose posters
that fell.
Most people would ask me why

I spent two hours that night cleaning
the residence halls. Put simply, the
reasons to do it outweighed the reasons not to. My time could have been
spent sleeping or goofing off. Why
not use my time more wisely and give
back to the community? Community
service doesn't need to be scheduled.
You shouldn't feel like you need to
receive credit for it and you shouldn't
do it just to throw it on a resume to
balance you into looking like a good

person. Community service is as easy
as looking at the ground and realizing
that nobody is going to clean this ice
cream until the morning, but it would
be nice if it just disappeared right
now. Take that idea, and multiply it by
each incident per building. It makes a
huge difference. As a final note, you
would be surprised to hear exactly
how many toilets are left unflushed
on a given night between three residence halls.

Ferguson's freedom not enough
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor

Un-Happy Meal
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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child-friendly option exists or not,
this instance of laziness in America will not change. If we ban the
Happy Meal, mom and dad will not
suddenly alter their habits; they'll
simply modify their to-go orders.
As with most companies,
McDonald's realized that its
continued success is contingent
upon its ability to comport with
the revolutionary transformation
that society has undergone in the
21st century. In layman's terms,
McDonald's created HappyMeal.
com — a website offering games,
activities, videos and e-books
aimed at children. The horror!
And the sign proclaiming "Eating
Fruit and Dairy is Fun"? I mean,
why not just shove apples and milk
down their throats.
Sarcasm, people. Sarcasm.
In all seriousness, I see nothing concerning about HappyMeal.
com. Do we immediately associate those familiar golden arches —
presented to us on the home screen
— with an unwholesome, fatty,
juicy Big Mac? Probably. But I expected to find a website dedicated
to chicken nuggets and a sedentary lifestyle based on the petition's

staunch rejection of the existence
of such a site. Now, I find myself
asking what the fuss is about. It is
beyond me why people are so quick
to ignore the fact that McDonald's
has made an effort to promote
healthy choices to children; a little
boy sits on a haystack eating an apple, drinking from a clearly marked
container of milk — the picture of
innocence — while dairy is praised
as being part of a healthy, balanced
diet. Parents, the corporation has
done its job. Now it's time you do
yours.
If we are going to say goodbye
to the Happy Meal, we should be
prepared to address the inevitable
complaints that will come flooding
in about other corporations that
capitalize on children in order to
make a profit. Sorry Yoplait, Trix
may not be for kids after all. Oh
and that little leprechaun whose
little jingle assures us that marshmallows are indeed the best part of
Lucky Charms? You can say goodbye to him. McDonald's may have
a monopoly when it comes to the
fast food industry, but it is by no
means the primary determinate
of the extensiveness of childhood
obesity.

Think back nine and a half
years. For me, I was 11 years old.
Facebook, Twitter, iPhones and Macbooks did not exist. For Ryan Ferguson, when he thinks back nearly ten
years, he would think of the last time
that he was a free man.
As of late Tuesday afternoon,
those nine and a half years have finally come to a close and Ferguson is
about to be set free into a world that,
more than likely, he won't recognize.
The courts have finally realized their
mistakes, but there is no way to make
up for years taken away unjustly.
In 2001, Sports Editor of the
Columbia
Daily Tribune, Kent
Heitholt, was found murdered next
to his car. On the same night, Ferguson was down the street at a bar
with his friend Chuck Erickson.
Two years later, Erickson went to the
police claiming that he was having
dreams that he and Ferguson had
committed Heitholt's murder.
The tapes of Erickson's interrogation with Columbia police are
disturbing to say the least. In one
particularly chilling interaction, the
officer asks Erickson what was used
to kill Heitholt. Erickson responds
that he doesn't know, and guesses
that maybe it was a bungee cord.
The officer gets in his face and tells
him what the murder weapon was.
By the time the trial rolled around,
Erickson suddenly knew all the details of the murder that at one time
had eluded him.
Erickson pleaded guilty for 25
years in prison in exchange for his
testimony against Ferguson. His
testimony, combined with witness
Jerry Trumps account, was enough
to get a guilty verdict and a 40-year
sentence for Ferguson.
The Missouri courts ignored
the fact that the blood and hair left at
the crime scene proved definitively
that it was not Ferguson or Erickson
that committed the crime. They also
chose not to recognize the inconsis-

tencies in the prosecution's case. The
prosecution argued that they committed the murder to get money to
go back to the bar for drinks, when in
reality the bar had been closed for an
hour. Phone records prove that Ferguson was home on his phone at the
time of the murder. The prosecution's
case had more holes than
actual
proof.
Within
the
next seven years,
new evidence
came to to
light. Erickson admitted
that he had lied
to the police, and

they had not committed the murder.
Trump also admitted to perjury,
saying that the prosecution pressured
him into identifying Ferguson. Another witness to the murder came
forward and said that they saw who
murdered Heitholt, and it wasn't Erickson or Ferguson.
And yet Ferguson sat ... and
waited ... and waited some more
for the appeals court to grant him a
new trial. But they wouldn't budge.
For years they had this proof, but

wouldn't do anything with it. They left
an innocent man to rot in prison, and
watch his life waste away, while they
sat on their thumbs saying "someday
maybe" and "there's just not enough
to prove that Erickson is telling the
truth now."
Finally, after having hundreds
of thousands of Americans vying for
his freedom, through Facebook, a
change.org petition and letters written to the governor, Missouri woke
up and decided to vacate Ferguson's
conviction. Less than a week later,
they decided not to retry him.
He's free, and it's undoubtedly a
victory for everyone. Trust me, I'm
one of his most passionate supporters, and I couldn't have been
more excited when I found out.
But has justice really been
served? How can we take away so
many years of this man's life and assume that just setting him free is justice? Who is going to give him back
those years where he missed time
with his family, his years getting an
education and his years building a life
for himself?
Justice has not been served. Justice would be turning back the clock
and stopping the atrocity from happening in the first place.
It happened, it was wrong, and
they can't assume that people are
going to forget about it just because
they've decided their fight wasn't
worth it anymore. From what I think,
Missouri doesn't believe that Ferguson is an innocent man. I think that
they were just tired of fighting and
enduring the backlash from his supporters.
He will never forget, and as he
stands, a free man in this world that
he doesn't know, he will think of everything the "justice" system took
from him for nearly ten years.

The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers; Letters to
the editor must be timely and submitted by email to infb@fairfiddmirrorcom or Box
AA All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published either in print or
online. The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length
and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities and personal attacks
and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.

The Vine

By Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor
Colin D. Halloran's hair is not short, but
sprouts from his head like a wavy crown.
He wears thick-framed glasses and can
be seen sporting a sweater and tie as he reads his
poetry aloud.
He presented his work before an audience in
the Lower Level Barone Campus Center not just
as a first-year professor, but also as a veteran of
the War on Terror.
His account of touring Afghanistan was one
of four readings featured in Fairfields Veterans
Day Reading and Panel Discussion. Halloran
read excerpts from his collection of poems entitled "Shortly Thereafter." After serving in the
Army, Halloran completed his Bachelor of Arts
and became an English and French teacher. Since
earning a Master of Fine Arts from Fairfield Uni-

Top: Nursing professor Doris Lippman speaks as
the panelists look on. Above: Colin Halloran at a
poetry reading. Atdhe Trepca/The Mirror

versity, however, he has taken to traveling the
country to advocate a better understanding of
war.
The event opened with word from Fr. Paul
Fitzgerald S.J. on the characteristics of a just war.
He advocated for a number of parameters that
would limit collateral damage to civilians and
their property. His words cited historical wars
from Egyptian times to the United States draft of
the 1970s. The wars of today did not escape the
discussion, nor did his religion.
"It seems paradoxical perhaps that the Christian religion which promotes love would seek to
justify violence and violent action to reestablish
justice," he said.
Over the last several years, an epidemic of
suicides has hit Americas veteran population.
The deaths are commonly attributed to the effects
of post-traumatic stress disorder.
Mariette Kalinowski, a contributor to The
New York Times Opinionator, read a piece from
her forthcoming novel. During the panel discussion, she was candid in her recollection of
coming home from her service in the Marine
Corps.
"When I got back I fell into that classic
trap of being a veteran and isolating myself
from people systematically. I was cutting myself
off from anyone who wouldn't put up with that
kind of behavior," she said.
When Kalinowski said she "was cutting,"
she said it with a pause after, to which Halloran
compared to his experience.
"When you said you 'were cutting ...'I
thought you meant physically cutting your
body. When I got back, I would do that. I was
so desperate to feel anything - it gave me an opportunity to feel."
Since his turbulent return home due to leg
injury, Halloran attributed his mental recovery
to writing about his experiences as a soldier, as
did others who spoke.

Music: 19 year-old classical
pianist inspries audience at
Quick Center.
Read on page 8

arts, entertainment, features
vine@fairfieldmirror.com

Panelist David Eisler presented another take on veteran
writing.
"I'm going to break ranks
a little bit: Writing can be therapeutic - but it doesn't have to
be," he said. Eisler is a policywriting fellow at the New York
City-based nonprofit, Words
After War. He toured Afghanistan twice while in the Army.
He warned of what he called
the "dangers of sensationalist
portrayals of veterans."
What Eisler referred to is
the media attention given to the
very marketable characteristics of soldiers and
the very troubling cases of soldiers with mental
conditions when they return home.
"We are changed by our service but we are
still capable of serving companies. Not all of us
are very distraught. Not all of us are very capable.
We are all along a spectrum, some cases extreme,
but that's a minority' Eisler said.
"I smile about [my experience]," he continued. "My favorite stories are the ones we laugh
about...
"Why would we do this if all we were going to do is have a miserable experience and write
about it?" he asked, to which the crowd of about
four dozen chuckled.
Those who presented and led the discussion
were clear in their hopes of bridging the civilian
one with the armed services. The event struck a
particular chord with one elder woman dressed
in black who listened intently to the poems and
excerpts from the front rows. She was decorated
with American flag pins.
It was Fairfield School of Nursing Professor
Doris Lippman, EdD, who served in the nurse
corps during the Vietnam War.
As the discussion neared its close, she asked

Food: Best Bites discovers
a hidden gem: The Spotted

to speak in front of the rest of the audience and
the panelists.
"When we came home it was a dangerous
time ... if we wore our uniforms we would be
called baby killers and spit on. For years my husband and I never spoke about our service."
She later told The Mirror that she thinks today's reception in the States for veterans is much
better.
Still, Kolinowski pointed out an improvement she seeks with her writing.
"If you ask ten people on the street and ask
what a veteran looks like, you're gonna get "a 6'2"
male whose handsome with a football build and
a buzz cut. Not a 5'3" female who's kind of a tomboy and likes to get dirty and be behind a gun."
The audience applauded.
"I want to make the image - I don't want to
call it gender neutral - but all-inclusive," she said.
At least one veteran, in the audience, Tiffany Mellers, had already felt a change in heart
from the veterans' writing. She described herself as, "not the feeling kind of type [of person]."
But she said the poetry and prose from her
peers opened her to be a little more emotional.

Vino Files: Argentinian wines
satisfy taste buds and wallet.
Read on page 10
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An award-winning
pianist's early start
By Vincenzo Frosolone
Contributing Writer

Nmeteer\-year-old Chelsea Wang performs at the Quick Center. Colin Bell/The Mirror

When she was three or four years old,
pianist Chelsea Wang began teaching herself pieces like "Happy Birthday" on the
keyboard her family had but never really
used.
Now, at 19, she's a second-prize winner
of the 2012 New York International Piano
Competition and has performed on stages
all over the world.
Wang came to Fairfield as a pianist in
the Young Artists Series, sponsored by Fairfield and the Stecher and Horowitz Foundation. Before performing on Sunday, Nov.
10, she practiced on the Steinway, "trying
out the piano, listening to all the acoustic'.
for about a little over an hour," Wang s.-:.
Originally from Des Moines, Iowa,
Wang now attends the Curtis Institute of
Music in Philadelphia, studying under
Meng-Chieh Liu and Ignat Solzhenitsyn.
Before she even settled into elementary school, she began playing the piano
at home. Wang said her mother was astonished that she could play.
"It just kind of happened," she said.
While she is known for her piano
performances, from second grade and
throughout high school, she played violin,
an instrument that she considers as more
"secondary."
Wang believes that the piano "can create so many different colors," adding that it
can "bring out a lot."
She couldn't choose a favorite composition and she has no least favorite, either.

However, she stated that her most difficult
feat is contemporary works, adding that
"a lot of the notes are atonal, so [they are]
harder to learn. It's not like you can follow
certain harmonies and melodies. You just
have to drill it and memorize it, practice,
practice, practice."
When she is not playing classical piano music, she enjoys listening to National
Public Radio and classical radio stations.
And though she doesn't prefer to listen to
today's pop music, she occasionally likes to
hear something outside of her norm «

She gave some inspirational advice
for becoming a performer like her. "Get
yourself exposed to all the different composers. Listen to as much music as possible
whether it be on YouTube or Spotify or all
of those music apps or whatever you can
find online.
"Get yourself exposed and then figure
out what you're most passionate about and
if you really enjoy it, then go for it," she said.
Wang played five pieces on Sunday
afternoon by composers both classical and
contemporary for an intimate audience of
both students and older music lovers at the
Regina A. Kelley Quick Center.

Best Bites: Spotted Horse

****

26-28 Church Lane, Westport

By Nicholas O'Connell
Food Columnist
The Spotted Horse is right
around the corner from
the center of Westport. The
bright orange awnings are
the only aspect preventing
one from mistaking it for a
house. The interior resembles
a barn with wood, playing a
major role in its decor. It has
a cozy atmosphere and the
staff is warm and inviting to
match. It is definitely a great
weekday spot because it is
casual enough to go straight
from class. Check it out, you
will be pleased. Here are my
selections:
Recommended Small Plates:
Crispy Point Judith Calamari with three dipping sauces:
chili-lime aioli, sweet thai chili
sauce and marinara. The variety of sauces sets this appetizer
apart from all the other times
you have had calamari. The
chili-lime aioli is refreshing and
easily my favorite of the three.
Pan-Seared Filet Tips, with

roasted corn salsa and chipotle
aioli. Tips are not the traditional appetizer, but these are light
enough to enjoy before a meal.
The salsa compliments the tender meat and makes it a much
more flavorful dish.

Steak Frites- With a red
wine-shallot reduction and parmesan fries, this classic dish is
exacdy what you would expect
and satisfies every time. The
sweet reduction is perfect with
the thin sliced flank steak.

Pistachio Goat Cheese Pizzetta: Grilled flatbread topped
with pistachios, goat cheese,
mushrooms, red onion and
honey truffle oil. The sharp
cheese pairs perfectly with the
pistachios. Overall, a great appetizer to split and the truffle
honey is the perfect addition to
the toppings.

Dessert:
Chocolate Lava CakeLight chocolate cake with a very
rich liquid chocolate center and
vanilla ice cream. Recommended especially for the chocolate
lover.

Recommended Main Courses:
Black Truffle Burger: With
caramelized onion, black truffle
butter, sunny side up egg, bel
paese cheese, lettuce and tomato, this is one of the best
burgers I have had in Fairfield
county. The meat is from the
craft butchery and therefore is
grade A. The egg and the truffle
butter make it rich and unique.
This is a must try.

Hours of Operation
Sunday:
11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday - Thursday:
11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday - Saturday:
11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.
The Spotted Horse looks and feels like home

Nicholas O'Connell
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Nauti Dolphin satisfies Fairfield students
By Chuck DeFilippo
Assistant Vine Editor
After a bumpy start, The Nauti
Dolphin has finally settled into its
new home at the Levee.
Co-owner Greg Roberts explained the hectic transition from
renovations, inspections and menu
adjustments. "We didn't have much
time at all," said Roberts, wishing he
had had more time to adjust. "We
moved in a week before school began."
For the time being, The Nauti
Dolphin has utilized the original
menu from their other location near
the Fairfield train station. Pizza pies,
pastas, grinders and turnovers make
up the majority of the menu. Roberts
wanted to work out all the kinks from
the basic dishes before experimenting
with new menu options.
Roberts struggled to provide an
equivalent to the famous turnovers
from Angelo's Pizza. After receiving
much feedback, Roberts made several
adjustments to the recipe, portion
and price, which in turn made his
turnovers hard to beat.

The majority of students have
had nothing but good things to say.
Junior Jake Boudreau said, "My favorite pizza is the margherita." Although
Boudreau is not a regular at The
Nauti Dolphin, he added, "I haven't
a bad pizza, but still need to try the
turnover to see if they come close to
Angelo's."
Likewise, Roberts was happy
about all the positivity he has encountered in many of his customers. This
is not specific to only Fairfield students; members of the staff, administration and Fairfield Prep students
find themselves also digging into The
Nauti Dolphin's menu.
"Things are just different," said
Roberts. "I am used to getting home
by 10 p.m. and now we are open as
late as 2 a.m.," as Roberts jokingly
referred to himself as a "night-owl."
Roberts plans to provide lunch during university holidays for Prep
school students, but was also happy
to have some vacation time.
Roberts seemed to humbly take
the good with the bad. Now he is
"happy to be here."

Behind the scenes: Nauti Dolphin chef prepares pizzas for hungry customers.

"Everything is going as planned,"
added Roberts, smiling. With over 20
years in the business, Roberts is confident that things will continue to run
smoothly.
The Nauti Dolphin is rated at

more than four stars on several websites, such as Yelp and TripAdvisor.
Both locations have free delivery and
reasonable pricing.
Boudreau recalled the first week

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

of school when The Nauti Dolphin
was giving away free samples of new
pizzas. "I'm sure big things are coming soon."

The Wanted is definitely wanted

By Ashley Paholski
Contributing Writer
British boy band The Wanted
became popular in the
United Kingdom in 2010
with their single "Glad You Came."
They later became a global sensation
in 2011 when this hit single spread
across computers, iPods and iPhones
like wild fire. On Nov. 5, they
released their third album "Word of
Mouth," following their debut album
"The Wanted" and studio album
"Battleground," pleasing millions
of fans who have been waiting two
years to hear this collection of songs.
Members
Nathan
Sykes,
Tom Parker, Jay McGuiness, Siva
Kaneswaran and Max George are
signed with Universal Music, a
worldwide company, seeing successes in both the United States and the
United Kingdom.
Their charm and good looks

send teenage girls screaming every
time their voices come on the radio, but the sincerity in their music
is relatable and appreciated by both
males and females, young and old.
"Word of Mouth" is composed
of various hit singles including,
"Walks Like Rihanna," "I Found You"
and of course, "We Own The Night,"
coupled with newer singles such as
"Chasing The Sun" and "Show Me
Love." There are a total of 14 tracks,
with 48 minutes of ear pleasing and
thought provoking music.
The Wanted desired to make
a big impact on their global fans,
and took two years to collaborate
with numerous producers on their
lyrics and melodies. This album is
a combination of pop, R&B, love
songs and ballads. With such a
smorgasbord, fans are guaranteed to
fall in love all over again with their
talent to sing flawlessly from genre
to genre.

It was originally scheduled
to be released on Sept. 9, but was
suddenly delayed due to the amount
of work the band still had left to do
in regards to collaborating with so
many producers.
Immediately
understanding
how disappointed their fans were
with the delayed release, the band
allowed for the official tracklist to be
shared in September, in hopes this
would be enough to pacify the fans.
The most successful single on
the album is said to be "Chasing
The Sun," written by singer Elliot
Gleave, better known as Example.
Also the theme song for "Ice Age:
Continental Drift," "Chasing The
Sun" has an energetic beat that builds
up to a climactic chorus and is sure
to make the audience bounce up and
down in their seats. Although the
lyrics verge on the dark side at times,
the uptempo rhythm distracts the
audience from the actual words and

thus redirects their focus.
An
all-around
satisfying
single for those in a meaningful
relationship, or those who enjoy
artists expressing their personal
issues, is "Heartbreak Story." This
song rekindles a relationship and
allows for love to grow, as the partner
cries out, "I promise you as long as
you're with me, there'll never be a
heartbreak story." These lyrics cause
a plethora of emotions, evoking
happiness, sadness, hope and despair
simultaneously. This is a song that
teenage girls definitely picture the
boy band singing to them, as they
listen with their headphones in a
dreamlike state.
Releasing an album with numerous hit singles, mixed with new
songs and a variety of rhythmic
styles, was smart on The Wanted's
part, seeing that they can appeal to
their loyal fans as well as gain new
ones. With 14 tracks, there are sure

to be multiple songs audiences fall in
love with, craving more hit singles.
With such a positive release,
music critics search for a negative:
the length of time it took to produce
the album. Will it take another two
years to produce another album?
Will fans remain loyal if forced to
wait this long?
On a side note, The Wanted's
success has paved the way for more
than just hit singles, albums, and
popularity. Their recent reality show,
"The Wanted Life," debuted in June
2013 on E!. In their spare time, they
will be preparing for a world tour
beginning in February 2014, to tour
"Word of Mouth," which will consist
of visits to seven different countries,
including the United States and the
United Kingdom.
The wait is over, the album has
arrived, and fans are now satisfied.
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Vino Files
Argentina: a trove of quality wines
By Andrew Hoover
Wine columnist
The striking, precipitous landscape
of Argentina provides not only delights for the eye, but many of its
wines provide pleasures for the wallet and
taste buds as well.
Argentina grows numerous grape varieties. Like most wine-producing regions,
Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay have a
place in the vineyards. But those ubiquitous
varieties are not responsible for bringing vinous fame to the South American country.
The credit belongs to Malbec, a darling red
grape that has won the hearts of myriad wine
lovers from around the globe.
Many Malbecs are appealing for their intense, succulent flavors of blue and black fruits
(think blueberries, boysenberries and blackberries), violets and spices. The texture is often equally seductive, with firm tannins that
contradict the wines' underlying lush, sensual
texture. Whereas many Cabernet Sauvignons
can feel aggressive on the palate due to their
high amount of tannins, most Argentine Malbecs have an inherent juiciness, making them
quite approachable for newcomers to the wine
world.
Another grape that has helped to brand
Argentina as a wine destination is Torrontes
(toh-rohn-TACE), a highly aromatic white
grape that delivers enticing, exotic scents of
wild flowers, peaches and tropical fruits. It's a
wine to be sipped in the summer while sitting
out on an outdoor patio, stretching out on a
reclining wicker chair and munching on seafood empanadas.
Most of the vineyards are planted in the
western portion of the country, where they

Scandals

Menoo:

sprawl along the plains and foothills of the
picturesque and often white-capped Andes
Mountains. The climate is desert-like, making
irrigation essential. Fortunately, grape-growers
have a readily available supply of water for the
vines thanks to the Andes' snow melt.
• Located within this western sector of the
country is Mendoza, the country's epicenter
of wine production. Here, Malbec shows at its
best and is the area's most-planted grape. Mendoza also boasts some of the country's (and the
world's) highest vineyards, which often sit at
heights of 5,000 feet above sea level, according
to Jancis Robinson, a preeminent wine writer.
If the flavor profile of Torrontes piqued
your interest, you'll find the best examples
produced in the sunny, mountainous region
called Salta, and specifically in Cafayate (kafa-JA-tae) a subregion in Salta located north of
Mendoza.
Fortunately for you, the college student on
a meager budget, many wines from Argentina
provide great quality without the steep price
tag. The next time you find yourself perusing
the local liquor store, skip the Smirnoff and
grab one of these tasty selections ...

2012 Altos Las Hormigas 2011 Valentin Bianchi Malbec ($11.99)
Malbec ($10.99)
A succulent, spicy Malbec with flavors of blackberry and chocolate, this is
a delicious wine to enjoy with a cheese
and bacon pizza.

2010 Catena Malbec ($12.99)
The Catenas are one of Argentina's
most lauded wine-producing families,
and this Malbec is a perennial favorite
among wine critics for its remarkable
value. It delivers juicy blackberry and
strawberry flavors, and its supple texture makes it quite easy to drink.

Dark plum and raspberry notes
are detailed with a vanilla accent. It's a
flavorsome wine that would be a great
accompaniment to a plate of cheesy nachos with chili and a Sunday football
game.

2012 Zolo Torrontes ($11.99)
If you're the outspoken type, this
forthright white wine will match your
personality perfectly. Prepare yourself
for a bottle that's loaded with lurid flower and tropical fruit flavors.
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iPick, YouListen
"TakeMe to Church"
by Hozier

By Leigh Tauss
Opinion Editor

If you like soulful, haunting power ballads,
this song will immediately score a spot on your
playlist. Hozier is an Irish singer-songwriter
who has one of those voices you will fall in love
with long before you see his gorgeous face. The
lyrical genius of applying religious fanaticism
to relationships is sure to relate to a lot of people. I kid you not; this guy is the next big thing.

«(

AM, ISO"
by Grandaddy
You might recognize this song from the grocery store scene in Danny Boyle's zombie thriller
classic "28 Days Later." From Grandaddy's 1998
"Under the Western Freewayf the song's childlike
tones are light and charming while emitting a foreboding premonition of a thinly veiled darkness.
Fans of Weezer will find themselves at home when
listening this track.

((

I Was Wrong"
by Meth Teeth

Size Meets the Sound"

Don't let the band name scare you;
Meth Teeth won t bite. "I Was Wrong"
has a riff that allows you to imagine,
"What^ if the beach boys were a punk
band?" The muffled and indecipherable
lyrics, sung as if through a paper towel
roll rather than a mic, take a back seat
to the architectural landscape created
by the gritty guitar and skull-cracking drums that will make you want to
smash stuff. If the soothing sound of
static fuzz lulls you to sleep at night,
this is a track you won't want to miss.

This song can only be described in one word:
majestic. With an utterly addictive opening riff, it
will have you humming along by the second chorus. From the Brooklyn-based rock bands seventh
studio album, "Bend Beyond," released in 2012,
the song is the standout track among many instant
classics. This song has a mystery to it that harkens
to the magical worlds of Tolkien, yet is thoroughly
grounded in modern malaise. Once this track nits
your headphones, it's not going anywhere for awhile.

Lou Reed ffave rock music a voice
By Hayley FitzPatrick
Contributing Writer
With the release of billboardtopping track "Walk on the Wild
Side" among many other hits and his
role as the lead singer and co-founder
of the '60s rock band The Velvet Underground, Lou Reed was one of the
most influential men in rock and roll.
With his recent passing on Oct. 27
from liver disease at the age of 71, the
world has lost one of rock and roll's
earliest innovators and a true legend.
Reed had an encapsulating spark
of genius flourishing within him
throughout his life that he managed
to spread to the world through his
music. In the early '60s, a relatively
unknown Reed created the band The
Velvet Underground with his close
friend, John Cale.
Their success story was unique
because the band didn't shoot to superstardom upon arrival into the industry; in fact, their first album really
didn't fare well at all at the time.
Most of Reed's success came
individually as an artist after the
breakup of The Velvet Underground
and with the start of his solo career.
In the early '70s, Reed released his
self-entitled album "Lou Reed," followed by "Transformer." His first solo

\
album was mainly re-recorded material fro.m The Velvet Underground,
but "Transformer" showcased Reed's
'*
i voice
new material
and his unique
captivated 'audiences and launched
him into stardom.
Reed had, a tremendous support
system in releasing "Transforrfier"
because the albiim was produced-by
music legends Dai&d Bowie and Mick
Ronson. With thelhelp of these big
names, Reed gained more commer- L
cial success and opened his audience
to a larger scope of people.
Continuously throughout his
life, Reed drew connections with
influential, popular people, t such as
Bowie and Andy Warhol, to immerse >
himself into the world of rock'music
and pop culture.
He went on to produce a number of successful albums, most notably "Sally Can't Dance." This album
allowed listeners to establish a more
personal connection with Reed because he opened up personally within
it, and many of the songs displayed an
emotional side of him that had never
been previously introduced.
Today, The Velvet Underground
is accredited as one of the most innovative rock bands because of the
unique sound the band introduced.

Lou Reed of The Velvet Underground leaves lasting impression in music.
Reed's low-pitched, iconic monotone
singing voice and the rhythmic beats
designed by Cale combined to create
a new sound for rock music, infusing so much emotion through such a
simple-sounding voice. Reed was also

daring with his lyrics, willing to sing
about controversial issues like politics, race and social issues.
Reed's career was long-lasting.
He managed to influence millions of
artists through his music, and he es-

Contributed Photo

sentially redefined rock music in the
'60s and '70s. Listening to his intimate lyrics and jarring music will always take listeners to a dark and honest place of reflection within Reed's
soul.

Coffee Break

THE MIRROR | Week of November 13, 2013

Page 12

COFFEE BREAK
Editor Molly Leidig» info^ fairfieldmirror.com

Patrick's Beer

Jasmines Cocktail

PATRICK KIERNAN

JASMINE RAGHUNANDAN

Contributing Writer

Contributing Writer

C-l?
Well, say goodbye to the sundresses and
shorts that so many guys love seeing on ladies
during the fall. Time to pack away the seasonal
Vineyard Vines apparel and break out the winter
whale clothing. Not to fear though, because yoga
pants are just around the corner! Yes, the lovely
combination of North Face/Patagonia jacket,
yoga pants, and Uggs is about to come into full
swing. And let's not forget about the cup of Starbucks coffee always in hand.
Personally, I'm all for the yoga pants or
sweatpants as daily apparel because ladies probably find it beyond comfortable. Who would
want to wear real pants that just stick to your
skin and don't provide you with enough warmth
when cold weather hits? So, yoga pants and
sweats are the way to go for the girls during the
winter. Occasionally, expect ladies to actually
dress up with a pair of jeans or colored pants. I
assume that the girls do this at least once weekly
to assure guys that they are not 1. off the market,
or 2. just hopeless about finding a man in their
lives. On these pants, I swear I have seen every
color imaginable during my year and a half here
at Fairfield. And that applies for both girls and
guys.
Guys also undergo a dramatic change in
wardrobe with the impending cold weather.
Considering that Fairfield is one of the more
preppy schools in the area, this usually translates
into wearing any and all kinds of pants along
with that comfy North Face/Patagonia jacket. I
firmly believe that if we checked every student's
closet, results would show that the guys have
more colored pants than the ladies. Back home,
I have never seen so many men in bright pastel
pants. Seriously, it makes my eyes hurt.
Personally, my many pairs of sweatpants
are my best friends in the winter. From Monday
to Friday, you can find me in navy sweatpants
and a grey sweatshirt or vice versa. It is easily
the most relaxing and snug clothing combo a
guy can find. One of the few times you can catch
me in jeans this season will be on this HB/HC
picture in an effort to look presentable.
So I hate to break it to you, gentlemen, but
sweatpants are the way to go and I'm sorry that
you paid so much for all those colored pants.
Make the switch to sweats and you won't regret
it. As for the ladies, stick to what you're doing

because according to my standards, you all
know how to dress for winter. The comfortable
land of sweatpants is a hard one to leave.

So, cold weather can get pretty
harsh here. However, the second I catch
that first chill of the season, I indulge
in it.
Finally the hot murky weather is
gone and I can proudly fall victim to the
fall cliches. My mornings always come
with a side of hot caffeine. Whether it's
pumpkin spice, chai tea or even hot
chocolate, autumn is my excuse to yield
to every lusciously warm and sweet

Editor's note:
His Beer, Her Cocktail wants to give students
on campus a chance to voice their opinions on
specific issues. The topics must be relevant to a
majority of the student population and can be
serious or funny. If you would like to be featured
in the column, contact info@fairfieldmirror.com.

Ask Miss Molly
Dear Miss Molly,
As I have grown up, I find
that my mom and I are fighting
a lot. I know deep down we are
really close, hut we seem to be
butting heads lately. She tries
to control everything I do. I
love her so much, but how do
I respectfully tell her to let me
be my own person?
Sincerely,
Mommy's girl at heart
Dear Mommy's girl at heart,
We are often the meanest to
the people we care about the most.
As surprising as this might sound,
you and your mom are probably
fighting because you are more similar than you think. The good thing
is that you realize your relationship
is struggling and you want to fix it.

Remember how lucky you are
to have mother who cares enough
to check up on you. The only reason your mom is being controlling
is because she loves you so much
and only wants the best for you.
However, you are an individual and
as an adult, you deserve to make
decisions and mistakes of your
own.
Communication is vital if you
want to mend your differences.
Make sure you tell your mom how
much you love and respect her and
then tell her the things that are
bothering you. I promise you she
will understand. If you don't go
into the conversation with a fighting attitude, it won't end in a fight.
When in doubt, write it out.
Send your mom a letter or email
expressing your concerns. Writing
provides a way to express feelings
that might otherwise be held in.

drink possible. It's as natural as having
ice cream on a hot August day.
The cold also reveals another necessity I might as well call an obsession:
boots. From Uggs to Timberlands, everyone's got something they're ready to
strut in. Why not?
While sneakers are just as comfy,
they're not always as convenient. Remember, this isn't exactly the kindest of
all seasons: unfriendly showers, howling winds; the last thing I want are
soggy sneakers and cold toes.
Then there are the outfits themselves. Let me just say that I cannot
do the bulky coats, even if we're in
the middle of winter.
I'll layer up with sweaters,
scarves, gloves and then my pea-coat
instead. Now, sometimes sweats are
good enough to keep warm. However, even the coldest and crummiest
of days are no excuse for everyday
reliance on them.
Last requirement for fall are
leggings; an interesting and odd
fad because many girls can't deny
ever having worn leggings on some
freezing day.
Fall usually brings out those
gorgeous winter-cotton dresses.
However, when blistery winds start
penetrating my leggings and smacking every inch of my skin, I'll pass.
Other than that, as long as I feel
great in what I wear and ready to
tackle the cold, then the last thing
I'll need is my morning coffee and
I'm good to go.

Whatever you do, make sure
you fix your relationship. You are
so incredibly blessed to have a
mother who is healthy and loving
enough to worry about you; it may
be shocking to you how many people on this campus don't have this
privilege. You can never overuse
the phrase "I love you."
Your mom loves you unconditionally, you will find your friendship again.
Give the song "Unconditionally" on Katy Perry's new album a
listen. Perry explains that this song
isn't just talking about romantic
love, but a love between families, a
love that can never be broken.

Love always,

Miss Molly

Sports
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Your 2013-2014 4x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Luigi DiMeglio, Thomas Shea and Connor Kelley

If you had to take a service trip

B-Section is out this week. You

What's your favorite fictional

Would you rather have to fight

How do you think you would do

during winter break, where

going to read it?

sports team?

a horse sized duck or an army of

in the Action 4 News team with

duck sized horses?

Ron Burgundy?

Why do we have to fight? Why

I really just want to be Brick. I

can't we all just get along?

alreay yell out random sentences

would you want to go?

1

Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor

England. I really want to see Box-

I don't ever read my section. I

ing Day games. Mostly, Manches-

think Shauna (our copy editor) is

ter United's Boxing Day game, just the only one who reads it all, and

The Mighty Ducks.
GOLDBERG!

sometimes.

to knock that off the bucket list.

from her reaction when she's done,

And duh, the army of duck-sized

And I'll know people abroad too!

it doesn't sound like a good time.

horses.

And I love lamp.

I'll pass on 12 pages of it.

Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

Thomas Shea
Multimedia
Manager

I've always wanted to go to New
Orleans. Soulful street performers

It's my job (and Loan's job) to make
sure you guys didn't screw up, so

and tearing up rotted houses is just

yeah.

The Fairfield Nauts.

Think about what horses can do:

They told me I was overqualified,

biting and kicking. Ducks: pecking

but I'd love to go back - taught

and flapping. The duck aggression

those guys everything they know,

a weird enough combination to

would be something comical-

work in my book - not to mention

turned scary. Giant duck wins,

it's warmer without a plane ride.

even if I do end up losing to it.

Considering the only time I dealt

Nah. I don't really like basketball.

with "service" over last winter

More of a RHONI kind of guy.

break was around a self-service bar (If you know what that stands for
at my cousin's wedding, I would
without looking it up, you should

Is this even a question?

I hate horses. They kill more people

I would do fine. After living with

per year than war and famine

Luigi for three years, I know how to

Quack... quack... quack... quack

combined (that's true. I read it in a

handle a man who has an IQ of 48.

... quack... quack.

book). Give me a giant duck.

say my options are pretty limited,

reevaluate your life.)

Canciin, to assist the, uh, natives.

Reading is for the weak. I don't

The Cleveland Indians from Major

The horse-sized duck so I could

Pretty terribly to be honest, mainly

even read these questions. I have

League was a pretty legendary

tame it and fly on its back when-

because of my inability to grow

Connor Kelley

some poor sap read them to me

crew. Then again any team with

ever I please like it's my very own

a thick moustache like my hero,

The Hammer

aloud and write down my inge-

Charlie Sheen on it would be.

Pokemon.

Brian Fantana. Someday, probably
not soon, but someday.

mous answers.

irnporiQni sporis Ootis
Wednesday: Men's basketball plays University of Hartford
in Webster Bank Arena at 7 p.m.

Intramural Athlete
of the Week
Intramural sport

Soccer

Friday: Cross country at NCAA Regionals in Van Cortlandt
Park, N.Y.

Saturday: Women's volleyball plays at Niagara University,
1 p.m.

Major

Psychology

Saturday: Men's basketball plays at Loyola University,
8 p.m.

Favorite athlete

Abby Wambach

Sunday: Women's basketball plays at St. Bonaventure
University at 1 p.m.

Favorite team

New York Jets

lot-tori
Fun Fact

Has touched Drake

/tf€f
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Schneider Says:
In Week 10, Ben Tate gains value from Foster injury
By Matthew Schneider
Sports Columnist

came out of Monday's game was the
emergence of a new wide receiver
threat in Miami.
The hitherto
unknown Rishard Matthews made a
name for himself in front of a national
audience, catching 11 passes for 120
yards and two touchdowns. Mike
Wallace, Miami's huge free-agent
signing of this past summer, has only
scored one touchdown all year, and
has failed to make the impact that he
was expected to. Perhaps his lack of
production has opened the door for
Matthews to make an impact, though
nothing is certain at this point. I
would tread carefully when it comes to
considering Matthews for your fantasy
team, as there are numerous examples
of players that have one good week
all year, then return to anonymity for
the rest of the season. I would suggest
watching Matthews for another week
before seriously looking to add him,
in order to see if he keeps his elevated
play consistent.
For some unknown reason,
Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Riley
Cooper has developed great chemistry
with new quarterback Nick Foles. I
resisted talking about Cooper last
week because I was convinced that his
performance against the Raiders was a
fluke (five receptions for 139 yards and
three touchdowns). However, Cooper's
recent play has forced me to reconsider
my opinion of him. It has come to my
attention that Cooper hasn't played
all that well when the other Eagles
quarterbacks (Michael Vick and Matt
Barkley) are throwing him the ball.
The funny thing is, in the three weeks
that Foles has been throwing passes
to Cooper, the receiver has caught a
combined 12 passes for 361 yards and
six touchdowns. I am not sure why
these two have such great chemistry

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

A football week that started out
on a promising note last Thursday
with an exciting battle between two
desperate teams ended on Monday
with a boring contest between two
teams going nowhere.
The difference between the
two games is that while neither
the Washington Redskins nor the
Minnesota Vikings (the combatants
from the Thursday game) are close
to a playoff spot, they provided an
entertaining nail-biter that came
down to a fourth-and-goal play, while
the Miami Dolphins and Tampa Bay
Buccaneers (the teams from Monday)
did just the opposite. The Buccaneers
and Dolphins played a game full of
mishaps, with the Dolphins failing to
score in two out of the four quarters of
the game. Additionally, the Dolphins
were only able to gain two rushing
yards, and if that doesn't tell you how
boring the rest of the game was, I don't
know what will.
One surprising occurrence that

together, but I would definitely add
Cooper to my team while Foles remains
at the help of the Eagles offense, as they
clearly work very well together. In the
worst-case scenario that Cooper fades
back into obscurity, you can always
drop him and add the next hot waiver
pick of the week.
Arian Foster, the star running
back for the Houston Texans, has
elected to have season-ending back
surgery this week, opening the door for
backup Ben Tate to get lots of playing
time. Tate has always been a popular
fantasy handcuff to own, as Foster
has a history of getting injured. Now,
seeing as Foster is done for the rest of
the season, Tate becomes a must-add
player. While it is true that the Texans
have underperformed when it comes
to running the ball, Tate should get the
starting reps for the team, which means
that he should perform well if only as a
result of the sheer number of chances
that he will get to run the ball each
game. He is owned in 77.6 percent of
ESPN leagues, so I recommend that
you grab him while you can.
A few weeks ago, I mentioned
that Seattle Seahawks wide receiver
Percy Harvin is recovering from hip
surgery, and should play soon. Harvin
took much longer to recover than
many predicted, but he says that he
will play this Sunday against his former
team, the Vikings. It is ultimately up
to his coach to decide if he is ready to
play, and he should be rusty since this
will be his first game back from injury,
so I would keep an eye on him and see
if he returns to the form he had with
the Vikings the past few years.
Finally, New York Giants
running back Andre Brown made a
major impact in his first game back
from a fractured ankle suffered in

the preseason. The Giants, now on
a three-game winning streak, have
benefitted from the rebirth of their
running game, which was absent for
most of the season. Brown looks likely
to lead the way as the Giants' starting
running back going forward, after
an impressive performance where he
rushed for 115 yards and a touchdown
on 30 carries. Giants quarterback Eli
Manning hasn't looked comfortable

this season, so it wouldn't surprise me
if they run the ball frequently going
forward, to Brown's benefit. He should
be one of the hottest waiver wire claims
this week, so put in a claim for him, but
don't be surprised if someone with a
higher priority scoops him up before
you can.
I'll see you next time as the season
enters the homestretch.

:>.

Matthew Straubmuller/Creative Commons
Riley Cooper is emerging with Nick Foles as his quarterback.
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By Chris Klein
Contributing Writer
We're heading into week 11 and
it's finally hitting the playoff stretch.
Even' game counts as the top teams
clinch their divisions and the leftovers
fight for wild card spots. That also
includes those fantasy football teams
out there too. With that being said,
there are some vital adds, drops and
potential sleepers for those fantasy
owners looking to make a run for the
whole shebang.
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This week had a lot of surprises
with a number of players emerging to
become viable fantasy options. If you
watched the Eagles-Packers game,
you would know that Riley Cooper
is a must add to your lineup if still
available. Unfortunately, when Michael
Vick has started at quarterback, he
has amassed a meager 16 receptions
for 194-yards and a touchdown. With
Vick sidelined, Cooper has flourished
with Nick Foles under center, putting
up 361-yards and six touchdowns. As
long as Nick Foles remains the starter,
Cooper is a must have in the lineup at
either WR2 or FLEX. Playing against
Washington's passing defense ranked
26th in the league, Cooper should be
able to capitalize.
Andre Brown made his season
debut Sunday after being taken off of
the short-term injured reserve. With
a career-high 30 carries for 115-yards
and a touchdown, Brown is a must have
on your fantasy team. With a depleted
backfield, the Giants will rely heavily
on Brown to fill this void. Other worthy
players of adding to your fantasy team
are Aaron Dobson with 25 points,

Donald Brown with 12 points, Delanie
Walker with 12 points and Case
Keenum with 19 points.
Now, to the sleepers. For all
the fantasy owners who lost Aaron
Rodgers in week 10 with a broken
collarbone, there may be an intriguing
option on the same team. Last Monday,
the Packers re-signed quarterback
Matt Flynn. In 2010, Flynn put up
starter-like numbers to help put the
Packers in the playoff picture. He may
be a risk worth taking even with the
offensive injuries surrounding him.
Marques Colston has been one of the
most frustrating players to have on
your roster as a fantasy owner. At one
point being Brees' top red zone target,
Colston has gone from one of the most
consistent fantasy options to one of the
bigger busts. After being held out of the
week-nine lineup due to a hampering
knee injury, he exploded with seven
catches for 107-yards and a touchdown.
It may have just been the horrendous
Cowboys defense that allowed Colston
to put up these big numbers, but those
risk-takers out there should definitely
give it a shot. The return of Robert

1
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Woods, Shane Vereen and Percy Harvin by no means a starting option. Ray Rice
in week 11 could bring potentially has fallen very short of expectations
explosive performances that could help this season and doesn't look to make
any fantasy owner but at a risk. Players a turn around. If these players haven't
that could potentially have high-impact improved over these 10 weeks, it's time
games are .Mike Brown with 4 points, to jump ship.
Dennis Johnson with 1
point, Josh McCown with
6 points, Mark Ingram
with 21 points and Scott
Chandler with 2 points.
Week 10 brought
a lot of injuries and an
impending reality for
fantasy owners that certain
players just won't get the
job done. Arian Foster,
Jake Locker and Mike
James all were placed on
the Season-Ending Injured
Reserve making them
must drops. Heath Miller
has fallen victim to the
Steelers' atrocious.offensive
play, which has rendered
him useless on any fantasy
owner's
roster.
Trent
Richardson has been
Jeffrey Beall /Creative Commons
lackluster as a Colt and is
Is Marques Colston becoming a fantasy bust?

Sports

THE MIRROR | Week of November 13, 2013

Page 15

Women's basketball wins Islander Classic
By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
The Fairfield women's basketball
team defeated the University of
Alabama at Birmingham and Texas
A&M Corpus Christi this past
weekend to claim the Emerald Beach
Hotel Islander Classic title.
Fairfield began their season by
defeating the Blazers of UAB 59-54
on Saturday. The contest truly was
a game of runs, as each team went
on runs that kept the game close
throughout. The Stags used an 11-0
run to start the game, sparked by
a three-pointer in the first minute
from Felicia DaCruz '15.
The teams then traded 7-0 runs,
first by UAB then Fairfield, giving the

Stags the 18-7 lead. Fairfield would
hold onto the lead, heading into
halftime up nine at 28-19.
The Stags came out from the
locker room and extended their lead
to 16 on a bucket by Brittany ObiTabot '14, good for two of her nine
points on the afternoon. The Blazers
would not falter however, scoring
18 of the next 22 points, cutting
Fairfield's lead to just two points with
eight minutes to play.
Sophomore Kristin Schatzlein,
who scored 10 points in the first start
of her collegiate career, drained a
three-pointer to stop the run at the
moment, but UAB battled on to take
the 46-44 lead.
The Stags responded with a
10-0 run over the next four minutes,

giving Fairfield the 54-46 lead. The
Blazers refused to go away however,
making it a one-possession game
with 27 seconds remaining. But two
free throws by Alexys Vazquez '14
sealed the win, sending the Stags to
the finals against the host team of
Texas A&M Corpus Christi.
Fairfield once again started hot
out of the gates against the Islanders,
getting an early 8-0 advantage. The
Stags held onto that lead going into
halftime, leading 28-18.
For the only time all weekend,
Fairfield was not the team coming
out hot to start the half, as Texas
A&M Corpus Christi came out on an
11-0 run to take the lead. The Stags
did not falter, as they methodically
regained control of the game,

building as much as an eight point
lead with just under four minutes
remaining after a three pointer by
Vazquez, who finished with 20 points
to lead Fairfield.
The Islanders had a chance to tie
the game with free throws or a threepointer with 14 seconds left in the
game, but could not convert, yielding
the game and the title to Fairfield.
Forward Katie Cizynski '14 won
Tournament MVP honors, as she led
the Stags averaging 16 points in the
two games.
While Cizynski and Vazquez,
who was named to the all-tournament
team, led the team in scoring for the
two days, one surprise was the play
of freshman Kristine Miller, who
finished with 11 points and nine

rebounds in the game on Sunday,
narrowly missing a double-double in
her second collegiate game. Fellow
freshman Kelsey Carey scored her
first points of her career, connecting
on a jumper in the first half.
The team's win over UAB
marked the sixth time in seven years
that Head Coach Joe Frager has won
the season opener with Fairfield, and
improves his all-time mark in season
openers to 14-2.
The last time the Fairfield
women's basketball team started their
season with two straight victories,
the team won 24 games and finished
second in the conference en route to
the team's first WNIT appearance.

Volleyball's win streak snapped on Senior Day
By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
On Sept. 29, the Fairfield
women's volleyball team sat at 1-3 in
conference play, having just lost to
Siena, Manhattan and Iona, winning
just one set in the latter two games
combined.
They were on the verge of
following up their magical 2012
season with a subpar season in which
the MAAC Tournament would be a far
cry, let alone the NCAA Tournament.
Flash forward to the morning
of Nov. 10, and the Stags were in first
place in the Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference, having ratded off 12 wins
in a row since the end of September.
Going into Senior Day, where they
were set to honor seniors Rachel
Romansky and Haley Moyer for
their four years of work, hopes were
high Fairfield would go into the final
weekend of regular season play with
all the momentum of a first place team
and a 13-game winning streak.
It was not meant to be however,
as the visiting Iona Gaels would do
something they have not done since
2002: win at Alumni Hall.
"Iona is a good team. We've
said from the beginning that if they
get everything going, they're going
to be good," said Head Coach Alija
Pittenger. "We definitely need to use
this to get better ... and win those two
next weekend so we can play in the
tournament."
After the pregame ceremonies for

Moyer and Romansky, Fairfield battled
to win the first set, ending off on a 7-1
run. Sophomore Hadley Orr had three
of her eleven kills in the first set, her
third one igniting the run that gave the
set to the Stags.
The second set was again in
Fairfield's favor, but errors later in
the set surrendered the lead to Iona,
who would tie the game at one set
apiece. The third set was more heavily
dominated by the Gaels, as the closest
Fairfield would come would be tied at
eight apiece, after which Iona would
cruise to a 25-18 victory, putting
Fairfield on the ropes.
With their backs against the wall
in the fourth set, the Stags played as
well as they did they day before against
Manhattan, who they defeated in
straight sets in a game that lasted just
over an hour. Orr and Marilyn Peizer
'15 had five kills each, and Romansky
had 13 of her 50 assists in the fourth,
allowing the Stags to rally back and
force a fifth set.
In the fifth, it appeared the Stags
were going to complete the comeback,
jumping out to the early 4-0 lead
thanks to two of 14 kills for Moyer.
After an Iona timeout, the Gaels
regrouped, and would take the final
set 15-8, scoring the 14 of the final 17
points.
"There were streaks when we
played well, but we take some times
off when we lose focus, and we have
to be able to play throughout an entire
match, and we didn't really do that
today," said Coach Pittenger.

"They wanted it. This game,
for them, meant in the [MAAC]
Tournament,
or out
of the
Tournament," said Peizer, who had her
13th straight game with double digit
kills. "We're going to end up playing
them again in the Tournament ... so
this is good learning experience for us,
we can know what they do and when
they're on, how they're working."
There were some high points
from the day, however, mostly as

they team was happy to celebrate the
careers of Romansky and Moyer.
"It's crazy, those two have played
so much over the past four years that
thinking about them not being here is
pretty bazaar," said Coach Pittenger." I
try not to think about that right now,
I'm still thinking about this season.
Haley and Rachel have always been
huge for our team since they've been
here. They've earned a whole lot of
recognition."

The final two regular season
games for the Stags are on the road,
as they go to Niagara and Canisius
this weekend, looking to secure their
second consecutive regular season
title. They would need to win both
games and have Manhattan lose their
remaining game in order to clinch
the title outright. If Manhattan wins,
they will share the title, and get the top
seed in the Tournament based off tie
breakers.

Contributed by Fairfield Athletic Communications
Seniors Rachel Romanksy and Hayley Moyer pose with their parents before the game against Iona.

Stag spirit shown as basketball begins season p
SHUfans silenced
By Kristen Filicia
Contributing Writer
Fairfield
University
Men's
asketball tipped off the season with
a 67-54 victory over cross-town rival
Sacred Heart University on Saturday
night at the Webster Bank Arena.
)espite the big win in the Connecticut
Classic, the Stags came up short in a
wttle for home court advantage.
With more than 5,000 people in
ttendance, the majority of fans were
vearing red, and it wasn't Fairfield red.
n an effort to create a white out, the first
00 stag fans were given a white t-shirt

with the slogan "BUCK SHU." Even if all
of these shirts were handed out, the Stags
were clearly outnumbered by Sacred
Heart fans. Sacred Heart students came
to the game dressed in red shirts that
said, "Fear the Pioneer."
The pioneer fans may have
occasionally been a louder and more
spirited bunch, but they walked away
with little to cheer about. Hopefully the
Stags' success will lead to a bigger fan
base and draw larger crowds for the
upcoming games. The Stags will take on
the University of Hartford Wednesday
night at 7 p.m. With a bit of luck, the long
drive might keep the Hartford fans from
outnumbering us..

View front press row
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
Stepping onto the familiar floor
of Webster Bank Arena and taking
my same spot at the press table, it felt
like last season had never ended. What
was different was looking over to the
student section and seeing it filled with
students. Last season, especially in
some of the last few games, the section
was bare, except for a few students.
Admittedly,
Sacred
Heart
had more fans than Fairfield did at
the game. But the energy between
these two fan groups put them into

completely different categories. Where
the Fairfield fans were loud, on their
feet and chanting at their players, after
the opening ten minutes, the Sacred
Heart fans were glued to their seats,
and quietly watching their team fall
behind.
After the game, the energy from
the fans was noted by Head Coach
Sydney Johnson and Maurice Barrow
'14 in their postgame press conference.
Barrow noted that when the team fell
behind, their 27-5 run was spurred on
by the energy from their fans.
Johnson took to social media to
thank the fans, since he mentioned in
his postgame press conference that he

wanted to thank them after the game,
but the fans had left to catch the buses
that wait for no man.
On Facebook, Johnson posted:
"We do not beat SHU without the
energy we got from our student
section! It was one of the best student
turnouts since I have been at Fairfield.
The roar from the crowd tonight? That
was FAIRFIELD PRIDE! Thank you
students... you were phenomenal!"
This is a challenge to all of the
Fairfield student body. Don't let
the attendance drop. Keep showing
support for the Stags, and there's a good
chance you'll be rewarded with getting
to see some pretty great basketball.
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SHU
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
About a week ago, a video
appeared online in which the
Sacred Heart Pioneer invaded
Fairfield's campus as an inspiration
for Sacred Heart's fans to come to
the basketball game on Saturday
night. Within a few days, Fairfield
had a combatting video. The
Fairfield video was similar, but
ended with the students coming to
the realization that we don't need
to do this, we never lose to Sacred
Heart.
After Saturday night's 6754 win over Sacred Heart in the
Connecticut Six Tournament,
Fairfield improved to a perfect 8-0
in matchups versus the Pioneers.
There were a good amount
of uncertainties heading into the
game that worked themselves out
by the time that the final buzzer
sounded. There was a question
of who would take charge of the
Fairfield defense. The team is
offensively stacked, without having
many defensive options.
Malcolm Gilbert '15 put
the fans' nerves at ease with his
dominant defensive performance,
in which he tallied eight blocks
and 11 rebounds.
He was a defensive forced
to be reckoned with, making his
presence known to Sacred Heart's
offense. The longer Gilbert was
on the court, the more rushed the
Sacred Heart offense became.
There was also the fear that
the new comers to the team
wouldn't find their place amongst
the team. Freshmen KJ Rose got
his first start of the season, and
proved to everyone that the start
was well-deserved. Rose ended the
game with nine total points from
three field goals and three free
throws. He also had two assists and
five rebounds in his impressive
first game.
Freshman Doug Chappell also
put in a solid contribution, adding
eight points to the effort, and
adding a strong nineteen minutes
off the bench.
The game as a whole for the
Stags was a bit of a roller coaster.
The Pioneers went out strong,
jumping out to a 17-6 lead within
the first ten minutes of the game.
Before the half was over though,
Fairfield had retaken their lead
and never looked back.
The Stags went on a 25-6 run,
gaining the momentum for the
rest of the game. The team never
looked back after gaining the lead
on a three-pointer from Sean
Grennan '15, that made the score
17-16 in favor of Fairfield with less
than seven minutes to play in the
first half.
Minutes before the end of the
first half, the Stags had extended
their lead to 13 points, leading
Sacred Heart 33-20. The Stags
would maintain their lead heading
Thomas Shea/The Mirror into the locker room, 36-26.
Sophomore captain Amadou Sidibe drives to the basket over two Sacred Heart defenders on Saturday night.
It took two minutes and 50

t

seconds for the Stags to open their
scoring in the second half. Captain
Amadou Sidibe '16 tallied their
first points of the half with a threepoint play that gave the Stags the
momentum to go on an 8-0 run
right after to bring the score to 4427.
It was around this time that
the Sacred Heart faithful began
to leave Webster Bank Arena in
droves.
It only got worse for the
Pioneers as Lincoln Davis '17
scored a three-point basket to
extend Fairfield's lead to 18. The
Stags would maintain their 18
point lead until Sacred Heart
closed the gap to 10 with four
minutes and 57 seconds remaining
in the game.
There was a bit of nervous
tension around the arena as
Sacred Heart began to creep back
into the game. In their preseason
game against the University of
Bridgeport, the Stags did not score
an in the run of play basket in the
final nine minutes. The dry spell
would cost the Stags the game in
the 63-59 decision.
However, this game was not a
repeat and the Stags would emerge
from the game victorious.
"We were thrilled to win. We
know there's a little bit of a rivalry
between the two schools and
Anthony does a great job and his
guys were obviously were ready to
play and they kind of had us on our
heels. But we're thrilled to come
away with a win," said Johnson
after the game.
As expected, there were good
and bad statistics from the team.
A big highlight was the 14 points
from Maurice Barrow '14 and the
13 points from Marcus Gilbert
'16. As the lone senior on the
team, it was a good sign to see him
controlling the team while on the
court.
Of course there were also a
few statistics that the Stags will
hope to improve on before some
of their big upcoming games. They
totalled 26 turnovers, a stat that
Johnson admitted would have to
change.
"We just work on the things
that we need to work on. We work
on the weaknesses that we have and
just focus on them in practice and
just keep pounding it and just keep
practicing it and just get better and
better at it," said Malcolm Gilbert.
There are some big games
looming on the horizon that
the Stags are going to need to be
prepared for.
From their first to second
game there has been a significant
improvement in their play. With
continuous growth, come MAAC
regular season, the Stags will be
prepared to take on the rest of the
league.
Before that though, the Stags
will take on the University of
Hartford at Webster Bank Arena
at 7 p.m.
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Leadership will be a key
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For any team, it would be
difficult to rebuild after losing one
of the winningest senior classes in
program history. In most cases,
there would be a large contingency
of seniors and upperclassmen to fill
the void.
Fairfield University Men's
Basketball doesn't have that luxury.
There is one returning senior, Maurice Barrow. The two juniors, Sean
Grennan and Malcolm Gilbert, are
both transfers who are playing their
first season with the Stags.
The captain, Amadou Sidibe
'16, is a sophomore charged with
keeping his team together on and
off the court.
With this team, leadership is
not going to be a 'senior thing' or
an 'upperclassman thing.' It's going
to be a 'team thing,' coming from
everyone on the team when it's
needed from them the most.
The biggest hole that needs
replacing by the Stags this year
comes from the departure of Derek
Needham '13. Needham graduated
the program as the all-time leading
three-point shooter with 277 threepointers made in his career. He
was also third all-time with a total
of 1,875 points and third all-time
with 535 assists in his four years as
a Stag.
The consistency of Needham's
classmates, Colin Nickerson '13
and Desmond Wade '13 will also
be missed by the Stags this season,
as Nickerson and Wade were some
of the most dependable players on
the team.
"We had to rely a lot on Derek, Colin, and Des for leadership
and scoring, to get the energy there.
Now it's more dispersed — Mo's
been a big help, Amadous doing a

great job as leader, but they're not
the only ones," said Coleman Johnson'16.
The team as a whole had a
decent 2012-2013 season, ending
with an overall record of 19-16, a
conference record of 9-9 and a trip
to a postseason tournament for the
fourth consecutive season. The season had its memorable moments,
such as Needham's three-point
game winner with 5.5 seconds
left against Iona in Webster Bank
Arena.
The Stags are looking to build
off the last season among a conference with a new look to it. Gone are
our rivals at University of Loyola,
and in are Quinnipiac University
and Monmouth University. While
neither of the schools are predicted
to be the threat that Loyola was,
both will still be challenging, if for
nothing more than our inexperience in playing them.
The old MAAC foes will still
put up a good fight as well. Iona
will always be one of the toughest games of the season, even after
Momo Jones graduated. Senior
Sean Armand of Iona will still be
one of the best players in the league,
and a player who will be tough to
keep contained.
There is no clear cut prediction for how the MAAC season will
play out. Manhattan will threaten
for the title, and Iona will have their
hat in the ring as well. With two
new teams joining the mix, it's not
clear how the teams will fall come
MAAC Tournament time.
However, one things is dear:
Without leadership and cohesiveness, Fairfield cannot hope to finish
at the top. Luckily, two games into
the season, the Stags have already

been improving and the leadership
among the team is palpable.
"This year, I think we have
much more chemistry and I think
we just click as a team together
and we just share the ball. There's
no selfishness with the individual,"
said Marcus Gilbert '16.
The starting five has remained
the same in both games played so
far, except that Lincoln Davis '17
was switched with KJ Rose '17. The
rest of the starting five consists of
Barrow, Sidibe, Grennan and Marcus Gilbert.
There have been a lot of uncertainties heading into this season,
about whether there would be a
prolific scorer, or a defensive standout to help lead the team to victory.
On offense, points have come from
everywhere. Against Sacred Heart,
Barrow led the team scoring with
14 points. He was followed by Marcus Gilbert, who contributed 13
points and Sidibe and Rose who
contributed nine points apiece to
the 67-54 victory.
What came as even more of a
surprise than the widespread scoring was the huge defensive effort
from Malcolm Gilbert coming off
the bench. Malcolm contributed a
huge eight blocks and 11 rebounds
in the game. If Malcolm can continue to be such a defensive force,
he will be a huge factor in helping
the Stags to wins.
"I was really happy when
we got him. He can play ... He's a
nice option to have coming off the
bench" said Head Coach Sydney
Johnson.
Marcus Gilbert has proven
himself to be one of the strongest
players on the squad, coming in
with points and assists when his

team need him most. It will be interesting to see how he plays with
his older brother, Malcolm, as the
season goes on. Look for Marcus to
be an impact player throughout the
entirety of the season.
The freshman class as a whole
is going to need to make a big impact on the team right from the
start. Coach Johnson has never
been shy about giving the start to
freshmen who have earned it. Rose
and Doug Chappell '17 showed
they were ready to play in the Sacred Heart game, never showing
that it was only their second career
college game. In order for the Stags
to be able to compete all season,
they are going to need consistency
out of their whole freshmen class,
a tough feat for guys in their first
year, but not at all improbable with
this freshman class.
The only really worrying
statistic for the Stags was the 26
turnovers they had against Sacred
Heart. After the game, Coach Johnson mentioned that it is a stat that
would have to go down before they
played a team the likes of Louisville
on Nov. 23.
"Tonight we got away with it,
but that can't continue ... We have
to seriously address that at our next
practice," he said.
With more time playing together and more comfortable communication, the kinks, such as the
turnovers, will work themselves
out.
By the time the first MAAC
game rolls around on Dec. 6,
against Monmouth, the Stags will
have quite a bit of experience under
their belt, that will hopefully help
translate into a win. By MAAC season tip off, the Stags will have taken

on old MAAC powerhouse Loyola
(Nov. 16), new home to Fairfield's
old Head Coach Ed Cooley, Providence College (Nov. 29), either
UNC or Richmond in the Naismith
Hall of Fame Tip Off (Nov. 24) and
defending NCAA champions Louisville in the opening of the Naismith Tournament (Nov. 23).
It's a big preseason for the
Stags, the crux of which being the
game against Louisville. The preseason will arguably allow the Stags
to be the most ready for the regular
season than in recent seasons.
In MAAC play, the Stags
look like they have the skills and
potential to finish in the top five. If
Malcolm Gilbert continues to lead
defensively, while Sidibe, Barrow,
Marcus Gilbert and the freshmen
lead offensively, the Stags could
also be poised to make their fifth
consecutive postseason tournament.
The biggest goal for the Stags
this season is to make it to the
MAAC Championship.
"You know something that
we talk about often in the locker
room and on the court is we want
to get to Monday' said Grennan
about the final game. "We want to
be MAAC Champs and we want to
do it for each other and especially
for our lone senior, Mo."
Malcolm Gilbert agreed with
Grennan, adding, "We have to continue to grow, and continue to learn
from each other."
It's going to be a learning process with this year's team, but once
they've gotten it all together, they're
certainly going to be a team to look
out for in the MAAC.
.V
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Freshmen off to flying start in first games
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
The transition from high school to
college has not been an easy one for the
freshmen on the men's basketball team.
"I think it's pretty challenging because
I'm like not playing the position I was
in high school so it's kind of hard transitioning from a point guard to a shooting
guard," said Doug Chappell '17 about
adjusting to the college basketball atmosphere.
"It's been a pretty tough transition, especially balancing schoolwork
and basketball," said Lincoln Davis '17.
According to teammate K.J. Rose T7,
"Learning the tricks and stuff about college is definitely something new that I've
been getting used to." These freshmen
are slowly but steadily making the transition, but said they feel very confident
about the upcoming basketball season
and how they can contribute.
"We can learn from the other guys
and we can push each other in practice, so that's a plus, having a bunch of
guards that can all play and push each
other," said Davis about the void left at
the guard position due to the departures
of Colin Nickerson '13, Desmond Wade
'13 and Derek Needham '13.
Of the veteran teammates on this
squad, Steve Smith '13 said, "With Malcolm Gilbert and Amadou [Sidibe] in
the MAAC which is a guards league,
Malcolm and Amadou can take advantage with their presence down low."
"Us being young isn't an excuse.
We can go as our big guys go. Obviously, playing guard, that's important, but in
the frontcourt we have our two leaders
in Amadou and Malcolm," said Davis.
"When all these teams see four
freshmen playing a lot, they'll rank us
probably sixth or fifth, but coming into
practice every day I feel like we have the
talent to make it to Monday as Coach
[Johnson] says," said Smith about the
team's outlook

Lincoln Davis
A standout student-athlete at

Central Catholic and New Hampton
High School in Pittsburgh, Pa., Davis
will provide much-needed depth at the
guard position with the departures of
Needham, Wade and Nickerson. These
three players started at various times
throughout the 2012-13 season and
were instrumental to the team's success.
Because of the void left at guard, Davis
will give the Stags precious minutes off
the bench in the 2013-2014 campaign.
At Central Catholic High School, he
averaged 19 points and 4.1 rebounds
per game and led his team to a 16-12
record as a junior. In his senior year of
high school as a transfer to New Hampton, he averaged 18 points and 2.3 steals
per game. He has recorded over 1,000
points during his high school career.
As a defensive specialist and effective
scorer, expect Davis to see a fair amount
of successful play time for the Stags this
season. "I think we're really starting to
click together. The chemistry's pretty
good and we all like each other so that's
a plus," said Davis about all his new
teammates.

Thomas Shea/The Mirror
Below: Freshman Doug
Chappell shoots the ball
against Sacred Heart.
Right:
Freshman
K.J.
Rose drives to the hoop,
fighting off two Sacred
Heart defenders in the
process.

K.J. Rose
Hailing from Binghamton, N.Y.,
Rose had a very successful high school
career at Binghamton High School. He
is also a guard who will see plenty of
minutes with the departures of guards
like Needham, Wade and Nickerson
this past season. As a Binghamton Patriot, Rose led his team to two Section
4 Class AA Championships during his
junior and senior seasons. As a junior,
he was selected as the best player in
Class AA by the Basketball Coaches
Association of New York. In his senior
season at Binghamton, Rose averaged
16 points per game as the Patriots went
to the New York State Regional semifinals before losing to New Rochelle.
Overall, Rose serves as a solid scorer
who could potentially fill some minutes
off the bench with the void at the guard
position. "Learning the tricks and stuff
about college is definitely something to
get used to but with my coaching staff

•
and teammates, I'm starting to get used
to it," Rose said.

Doug Chappell
Chappell is another guard who is
from Alexandria, Va., and played basketball at Episcopal High School. His
best season as a high school player came
during his senior season. In his 20122013 campaign, Chappell averaged just
over 14 points per game and posted
a rebound and assist per outing. He
reached 20 or more points in five games
during the season, including 27 against
Benedictine High School. At the end
of that year, Chappell was awarded the
William Caskie Watts Award for Most
Valuable Player for basketball. As a

scorer first, expect to see Chappell used
for his offensive skillset as he can serve
as a role player off the bench. When
asked about how he and the other freshmen can contribute this season, he said,
"As younger players we just have to play
hard to make up for a lack of experience
at this level."

Steve Smith
He is the fourth and final freshman to join the men's basketball roster
this season. Standing at 6 feet, 8 inches,
Smith hails from Gwynedd Valley Pa.,
where he played forward at La Salle College High School. Smith served as one
of the program's top three-point shooters during his career there. As a junior,

he averaged 7.8 points per game for the
La Salle Pioneers as one of their leading scorers. Smith set a school record
for three-point field goals in a game,
hitting seven against Cardinal O'Hara
High School to finish with a solid 25
points. As a senior, he served once again
as one of the team's leading scorers and
spent most of the season in double figures. Expect this three-point assassin to
function a similar role with the Stags
and be a solid scorer off the bench this
season. "Since we've been here since
June, basically we've become a family.
We do things on the court and then off
the court we do things too so we mesh,"
said Smith about the chemistry of the
new team.

Sidibe a strong sophomore captain
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor

Thomas Shea/The Mirror
Captain Amadou Sidibe '16 looks to pass the ball against Sacred Heart.

If you watch a Fairfield University Men's Basketball game, it would
take all of five minutes for you to see
why Head Coach Sydney Johnson
named Amadou Sidibe '16 the captain of the 2013-14 team.
Even when he's not on the
court, he is vocal on the sidelines,
standing up among his sitting teammates, cheering on the players on
court and leading from the side.
When he's on the court, he is not
always the most statistically dominant, but his stability is the rock that
Fairfield needs.
"Amadou ... he's just been
steady, and that's what we really lean
on him for, just being a calming influence. Gets the offense down, so
he helps us out with that," said Coleman Johnson '16.
"Amadou exemplifies everything that we want our studentathletes to stand for at Fairfield
University," said Coach Johnson
to FairfieldStags.com after he announced that Sidibe would be captain.
In his inaugural season with

the Stags, Sidibe was MAAC CoRookie of the Year, as well as netting
two double-doubles by the season's
end, and all amongst a strong freshman class at Fairfield.
"I expected a lot from Amadou
as a freshman, and he exceeded our
expectations," said Coach Johnson.
So far this season, Sidibe has
been out to a good statistical start.
After the first two games, Sidibe has
15 rebounds and 18 points to his
name. Against Sacred Heart, Sidibe
was a strong physical presence on
the court and while his performance was statistically not his best,
his leadership on the court was impressive.
"He is an extremely tough and
a competitive player on the court,"
said Coach Johnson. "Amadou is
always working to become a better
player. After inserting Amadou in
the starting lineup in our fifth game
[last] season, he went on to lead our
team in rebounding."
With a sophomore being put as
captain, ahead of the only senior on
the team, Maurice Barrow, there is
the fear that he might not garner the
same level of respect as a senior. But
with this team and this captain, that

is not the case.
"I feel like I have more responsibility on the team, as compared to
last year, there's a lot more stuff to
do. Everybody kind of follows my
lead ... I've got to make sure everybody's doing what they got to do
on the court and off the court," said
Sidibe.
Although Sean Grennan '15 is
a year above Sidibe, he was quick to
say that in terms of leadership, they
all take their cues from Sidibe, then
Barrow and then they'll step in.
"They still boss me around,
because I'm still a sophomore," said
Sidibe with a laugh. "They'll tell me
'This is how you do it' ... I just try
to help put guys in the right spot for
each position."
While some people might not
have expected the decision to make
Sidibe the captain, there is no doubt
that he will live up to his coach's expectation for him, which is admittedly pretty high.
Coach Johnson told Fairfield
Stags.com, "Amadou has a bright
future ahead of him at Fairfield University and I am pleased that he will
represent our team as a captain."
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Junior transfers ready to make an impact
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
After months of waiting to step
on court in a Fairfield University
Men's Basketball jersey, transfer students Sean Grennan '15 and Malcolm Gilbert '15 are finally ready to
see their year-long sacrifice pay-off.
Both Grennan and Gilbert sat
out the 2012-2013 season as per the
NCAA guidelines that state that an
athlete transferring from one Division I school to another must sit out
for one year prior to being able to
play with their new team.
For Grennan, last year's summer transfer from Seton Hall, required him to watch the Stags play
out the duration of the 2012-2013
season, whereas Gilbert, who joined
the Stags from Pitt before second
semester only sat through half of
Fairfield's games.
"[Sitting out is] probably
something neither of us have done,
because every year between when
you're young in grade in school
and then high school, you're always
playing ... You know, it's kind of
difficult, because you want to be
out there helping your team," said
Grennan.
Gilbert echoed Grennan's sentiment, saying that he felt like now
that both players are on court, they
will be able to bring something new
to the team.
"It feels really good [to play]
and I think that showed in the energy we had in the game [vs. Sacred
Heart] and that led to a victory,"
said Gilbert.
Neither Grennan nor Gilbert
made the impact that they were
hoping in their respective Big East
universities. However, the pair have
already proved that everything is
about to change now that they are
on the court with Fairfield.
In their game versus Sacred
Heart on Saturday, Gilbert came
out strong with an incredibly impressive eight blocks, 11 rebounds

and five points to round out his all
around significant effort.
"My personal goal is, you know,
to be, and I've talked about this with
Coach [Johnson] before too, to be
Defensive Player of the Year," said
Gilbert. He is off to a good start on
his path to this goal, already propelling himself to first in the MAAC in
rebounds and tied for fourth in rebounds. Against some of the tough
MAAC matchups, rebounding and
blocking is going to be key for the
Stags, and they will be looking to
Gilbert to lead them in the effort.
In the same game, Grennan
netted six points, coming from two
three-point baskets; one of which

"You know, it's kind of
difficult, because you
want to be out there helping your team."

-S ean

Ljrennan '15

was a critical three-pointer that
gave the Stags the 17-16 lead. The
Stags are going to look for Grennan
to lead them on and off the court.
"Sean is a great asset to our
team, he has a great on-court IQ
and he tends to know where to be
and he seems to be at the right place
at the right time," said Marcus Gilbert'16.
Grennan and Gilbert have
both sensed that they will be called
on to be leaders on the team, since
the only player older than they are
is Maurice Barrow '14. Barrow is
the lone senior on the team, and
therefore accepts a good deal of the
leadership. The one captain on the
team is Amadou Sidibe '16, who is
the outspoken leader and the man
placed with the job of keeping his
team together through the inevitable trying times of the season.
"We follow our captain, Ama-

dou, and we follow Mo [Barrow]
as a senior leader, but definitely
between me and Malcolm being
two of the other fellows, we've had
that extra year of playing college
basketball than the other guys. So
I think we do have a certain little
bit of leadership," said Grennan.
"Sean, for example, he has
great leadership, he talks a lot ...
like saying it to everybody. But
he'll pull people aside and I've
done the same thing too before,"
said Gilbert.
Gilbert also felt that their
past on their previous teams in the
competitive Big East conference,
helped them to push the other
players on the Fairfield team.
"Because we come from the
Big East, that's a very high level of
playing basketball, and just experiencing and practicing with those
players, experiencing that grind,
we can implement that to these
young guys," said Gilbert.
The season is just beginning
for the Stags and already Gilbert
and Grennan have earned their
spots among their teammates.
Arguably, the transition was a bit
easier for Gilbert, as his younger
brother, Marcus, was already on
the team.
"I had him [on my team] in
high school, and it's just a plus to
have him back in college. We've
just been together for our whole
lives so far, so it's just nice to have
him back," said Marcus.
If both Grennan and Gilbert
can keep up their strong play
throughout the rest of the season,
the entire team will be happy to
have the pair amongst their ranks.
As the play gets tougher, especially against former Big East team
Louisville on Nov. 23, the team is
going to need some big conference
experience on the court.
After sitting out for a year,
the chance to play won't be taken
for granted by these two Stags.

Thomas Shea/The Mirror
Top: Junior Malcolm Gilbert rises to collect the ball, while Sean Grennan '15
asks for the ball in the back. Bottom: Grennan gives instructions to his team.
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Projected starting fives for the Stags
Katie Cizynski '14
Forward

Amadou Sidibe c16
Center

KJ Rose'17
Guard

Marcus Gilbert'16
Forward

Maurice Barrow'14
Forward

Alexys Vazquez'14
Guard

Sean Grennan'15
Guard
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A look at the coaches behind the teams
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
In his two full seasons in charge
of the Fairfield men's basketball team,
Head Coach Sydney Johnson has
proven that he's a coach who is invested emotionally in his team. As Derek
Needham '13 exited the court during
his final MAAC game last season, he
entered into a tearful embrace with
Johnson that showed both how much
Needham respected Johnson and how
deeply Johnson cared for Needham.
In the press conference following their victory over Sacred Heart on
Saturday, Johnson sat at the table with
his only senior, Maurice Barrow. As
he sat up there, Johnson was asked a
question about the man sitting next to
him. Johnson's response was heartfelt
and emotional: "I miss him already,"
he said, lamenting the impending

graduation of Barrow in May.
In April 2011, it was announced
that Johnson would be joining the
Stags from his alma mater, Princeton.
While a coach at Princeton, the Tigers
were first in the nation in scoring defense. He was also two-time Ivy League
Coach of the Year.
Since Johnson joined Fairfield
from Princeton, his effect has been
felt by the whole community. In his
first two seasons, Johnson coached the
Stags to a combined record of 41-31,
the most wins by any coach in Fairfield
history after two seasons.
The seasons have included a trip
to the MAAC Championship, the longest postseason run in program history and some huge wins, such as the
nail-biter victory over Iona last season.
This season, he will have a
larger task on his hands, with six of his
players playing their first seasons in a
Fairfield jersey. He has four freshmen,
as well as two transfer students playing
for the first time after sitting out for a
year, by NCAA guidelines.
However, Johnson has put his
trust into Amadou Sidibe '16 by naming him captain in his sophomore year.
Johnson has never been shy about ignoring grades and playing (or giving
captaincies to) the younger students.
In the first two games of the season,
the starting five have had a freshman
both times.
This season, there will be
pressure to keep up the winning
ways of the past two seasons, but
the pressure is something Johnson has been dealing with since
he's gotten to Fairfield, and he's
been dealing with it quite well.

By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
Before the season started last year,
Fairfield women's basketball Head Coach
Joe Frager appeared fit to be tied.
Coming out of what apparently was
one of the more frustrating practices of
the still very young season, Frager was
anything but subde when he suggested
that had he not been scheduled for an interview, he might have thrown himself out
of the nearest window.
This year, a much calmer Frager has
prevailed. He seems happy with the steps
his team has made in the past few weeks,
even saying that last week they were coming off from one of the best practices
they've had so far.
Some things may be easier for Coach
Frager heading into this season in some
regards, like determining his starting
lineup. Last year, inconsistency was the
common theme among all the players,
especially anyone who was penciled in as
a starter. This year, four of the five starters were almost shoe-ins for the job given
their previous success and experience,
making Frager's decision a bit easier.
That being said, Frager is not
looking at this season as even remotely in the bag. In fact, he took a
cautious approach when asked how
he thought the season could unfold this year for his team.
"Some years I've had a better grasp on how we would do,
this year it could really tip either
way" said Frager.
"Honestly, if everything does mesh
and click right, I think we can surprise
some people. I really, really do," he said, "I
also know that it is a delicate balance, because we do have two or three players that
are really essential to our success."
Frager's teams in the past have made

Photos by Thomas Shea/ The Mirror
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Predictions for the 2013-2014
basketball seasons?

The men are a young team led by
Will Hollingsworth senior Mo Barrow Although they
W V Or sports
ale young, the height down low will
j
carry them come March. The women are extremely balanced. Look for
John Lobo
them to upset the Red Foxes.
WVOF Sports

Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

Thomas Shea
Multimedia
Manager

r

Connor Kelley
The Hammer

This season is my last chance to
veil ridiculously at this school
without getting yet another noise
violation. Follow me, mypeople, to
intimidating the hell out of anyone
daring to enter Harbor Yard.

I think this team may be the
toughest I've seen in the MAAC
for both men and women. Both
should post at least above .500,
putting them in good shape for a
magical run in March.

A young but talented men's team
finds chemistry, catches fire late,
and wins the MAAC championship. Ibe women upset Marist in
their respective championship
game in a shootout.

it a habit to surprise people, as they have
consistently found their way towards the
tops of the conference standings year after
year. Frager says that the past years of success have created an atmosphere of postseason or bust, which is something that he
sees this group possessing as well.
"It has kind of become the expectation now because now because in three
out of the past four years, we have made
a postseason, so they want that again, and
I think they want a little bit more," said
Frager.
This year, the Stags were picked to
finish fourth in the Metro Atiantic Athletic Conference, behind Marist, Iona and
Quinnipiac. But preseason rankings are
not something that Frager puts a lot of
weight into.
"Honestly, based on what we returned compared to the other teams, I
think that's fair," said Frager. "I thought we
would go somewhere four, five or six. I put
READ FRAGER ON PACE
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Your 2013-2014 4x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Luigi DiMeglio, Thomas Shea and Connor Kelley

What Fairfield basketball
alumnus/a would you like to see
back at Fairfield?

Favorite NBA Mascot?

Biggest MAAC Competition for
both teams?

Pick it now, who is going to win
March Madness?

Gotta go with Yorel "The Hawk"
Hawkins. The dude's middle range
game and swag was unstoppable
and unmatchable.

The New York Knickerbockers'
Spike Lee.

Watch out for Manhattan men.
They put up 99 in a win against La
Salle in their opener and George
Beamon is out for blood. Marisfs
women's team lost to No. 7 Kentucky by 14 pionts. Not too shabby.

We're both going with Michigan
State. Love Tom Izzo. The man is a
magician with a clipboard. They're
a deep and balanced team. Go
Spartans.

I miss seeing our boys Needham,
Des Wade and Nickerson. To be
honest, though, I wasn't thinking we
needed them when Mo, the Gilberts
and others were playing the court.

The Connecticut Constitutionalist.
He's a lean, mean, amendmentenforcing machine. God, that team
is nasty.

I hate Loyola Maryland so much.
Beat the Loyola Greyhounds back
to their truck-stop state - even if
they aren't in our conference anymore. The women need to crush
rival Marist because we're cooler.

Considering 1 don't know what
I'm talking about, but correctly
guessed Louisville last year, I'm
going to have to go with University
of Bridgeport.

Two words: GA-RY MAR-TIN

Antything but the Pelicans mascot.
That thing looks like a Pelican
that was in the BP oil spill, never
cleaned up, then brought to Lady
Gaga's house for makeup.

Bring back Derek Needham! Kid
was a legend. Can't believe he's
alreadv an alumnus.

Being a Nets fan I'm inclined to
say the Brookly Knight, but you've
gotta go with the Wizards G-Wiz.
He looks like the bastard child of
Papa smurf and Big Bird, and I'm
just fine with that.

Hate to say it, but Iona has got great
teams for men and women. It'll
be tough to beat them. We could
see both their teams in the NCAA
Tournament, which sucks because 1
really hate losing to Iona.

If VCU could make the Final Four
three seasons ago, and Butler could
make two straingt NCAA title
games, I'm going to have to quote
Curt Schilling circa 2004: "Why
not us?"

On the men's side Manhattan looks
like they could be strong this year.
You also can never count Iona out.
For the women Marist is always the
perennial top dog, but mark my
words their days are numbered.

It's hard not to go with a Louisville
repeat. The Cardinals won't be
looking very dominating on Nov.
23 though when they're upset by
the Stags at Mohegan Sun.
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Upperclassman experience vital to Stags' success

Thomas Shea/The Mirror
Fairfield University Women's Basketball cheers for Alexys Vazquez "14 as she shoots three-pointers at Red Sea Madness. Team chemistry is going to be important for the Stags when they start MAAC play.

By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
With women's basketball under
way, this season should prove to be
up to the standards that have been established since Joe Frager became the
head coach.
The Stags have reached the point
where qualifying for a postseason tournament is no a longer rare and exciting thing. Instead, the players and fans
are now concentrating on moving on
to bigger and better tournaments in
March, as this team has reached the
postseason in each of the past three
years.
There are a number of key games
on the schedule that stand out as either big-time matchups or just revenge
games for one side or the other. The
two biggest games may be in December, as Fairfield flies to Spokane, Wash,
to take on the Gonzaga Bulldogs, and
then they play host to powerhouse
Oklahoma on Dec. 18.
Other revenge games include
Lehigh and La Salle in late November,
both of whom beat the Stags last year,
and St. Bonaventure on Nov. 17, whom
Fairfield beat 52-49.

A look back at 2012
The clear difference between this
year and last year is the definition of the
starting lineup. Last year, Fairfield was
going into the season having just lost
their best two players to graduation,
but still had the consistent Katelyn Linney '13 in the front court and Brittany
MacFarlane '13 to come off the bench,
as she had just won the Sixth Player of
the Year Award in 2011-2012.
Alexys Vazquez '14 was coming
into the season fresh off a sophomore
campaign that saw her finish among
the leaders in three-point field goal
percentage, so her place was pretty
secure. But after that there were a few
question marks.
How would Felicia DaCruz '15
handle being the new starting point

guard? Would Katie Cizynski '14 continue to improve, making up for the
loss of the graduated Taryn Johnson
'12? Would Brittany Obi-Tabot '14 become a reliable scorer down low?
The answers to these questions
came in time. DaCruz settled into
the position and did a solid job running the point, never flashy, and did
average fewer than two turnovers per
game. Cizynski absolutely filled in for
Johnson, leading the team in scoring
and rebounds. Obi-Tabot also stepped
up, leading the team in blocks and
joining Cizynski on the second team
all-MAAC roster. Vazquez also was
among the leaders in three-point field
goal percentage for the second straight
year.
Despite the struggles of Linney,
who at times went very cold from the
floor and struggled at the free throw
line (as did most of the team), the team
found success early on, getting off to
a 6-1 start in league play. They would
cool off and finish 11-7 in conference
games, and were ousted early in the
MAAC Tournament, losing in the first
round to Siena, 52-48.
The team would qualify for the
Women's Basketball Invitational, and
lose in the second round on a buzzer
beater by the University of Pennsylva-

This year's startingfive
The Stags return their top three
scorers from last season in Cizynski (11.9 points per game), Obi-Tabot
(10.5), and Vazquez (8.3), as well as
their point guard, DaCruz. The only
new addition to the lineup is Kristin
Schatzlein '16, who appeared in all 32
games for Fairfield last year, but did not
start any. The former Gatorade Girl's
Basketball Player of the Year for Connecticut averaged four points and two
rebounds in just over 14 minutes per
game, and was named to the MAAC
All-Rookie team.
This is a pretty solid starting five
for Fairfield, with a lot fewer question

marks than last year and one that can
compete with any team in the conference. It gets shaky when the bench
comes into question, as the Stags just
don't have the experience to match the
other top teams in the MAAC, but look
for Christelle Akon-Akech '14 to be the
pivotal player off the bench this year,
and contend for the Sixth Player of the
Year Award.

Player projections
Cizynski, 14 points per game/
eight rebounds, named to MAAC
First team; Obi-Tabot, 12 points per
game/6.5 rebounds, named to MAAC
Second team; Vazquez, nine PPG/3.5
rebounds, 41 percent from three-point
range; Schatzlein, nine PPG/three assists and DaCruz, five PPG/four assists.

if they get help from some other members of the conference, but that is not
likely, as Marist will most likely win
it again, though Iona could dethrone
them if the Red Foxes are not careful.

Team projection
Regular season 19-10, 13-7 in
conference, tie for third place with
Quinnipiac; lose in MAAC Tournament semifinals, go to WNIT or WBI
Tournament.
Quinnipiac could struggle a bit
adjusting to the higher level of play
of the MAAC in comparison to the
NEC, but they will still be very good.
Fairfield goes winless against Iona and
Marist, but does take one of two from

Quinnipiac, and hits a speed bump
late in the season when they do their
New York trip to Siena, Canisius and
Niagara all during the final week of the
regular season. The Stags make it out
of the quarterfinal round against Rider,
but lose to Iona in the semifinals.

Bottom line
Expect another solid year from
the Stags under Coach Frager, but until something changes over at Marist,
don't expect them to go away anytime
soon. Iona is an up-and-comer and will
challenge, with Fairfield and Quinnipiac ready to strike as well, but this is still
the Red Foxes' conference.

Prediction for the season
Let's make this clear now: Don't
expect a regular season title coming
back to Alumni Hall this year. I mean
no offense to this team, but Marist is
simply too good, Iona is returning all
five starters and "newcomer Quinnipiac is fresh off an NCAA Tournament
berth of their own coming from the
Northeast Conference.
Fairfield is in a unique position
in the MAAC this season. While they
are perhaps a half step behind the three
teams ahead of them, they are also a
step ahead of the rest of the teams in
the conference. The only team that appears to be a legitimate threat to the
Stags from the rest of the league may
be Rider, who did beat Fairfield twice
last year. Siena has some talent, but Lily
Grenci graduating hurts their chances
a lot.
From this, it appears that if Fairfield can take care of business with
the teams below them and pull off an
upset or two, either during the season
or in the MAAC Tournament, then
this could a sleeper year for the Stags,
and could slip into a WNIT bid. I want
to say there is a chance at an NCAA
Tournament bid, which there could be

Thomas Shea/The Mirror
Senior Christelle Akon-Akech stands with Coach Frager at Red Sea Madness.
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Freshman Stags ready to make an impact on court
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
Three freshmen join Fairfield
University Women's Basketball, and
all are looking to immediately leave
their mark on the team.

Samantha Cooper
In her senior year of high school
in Sudbury, Ontario, Canada, Cooper averaged 24.8 points and 10 rebounds per game. Standing at 6 feet,
2 inches, this power forward has
been named her high school's Athlete of the Year three times and the
city of Sudbury's Athlete of the Year
twice. As a member of Team Ontario,
she helped lead her team to three national titles and earned First Team
All-Star honors. Also, Cooper was on
the Canada Junior National Team as
well as the Team Canada three-onthree World Championships squad.
Clearly, Cooper has performed exceedingly well over the years and
looks to be a contributing player for
the Stags. Expect for her to be an important presence in the paint with
the departures of Brittany MacFarlane '13 and Laura Vetra '13.

a three-time All-Star as chosen by
the Staten Island Advance, New York
Daily News, and the New York State
Sportswriters. She also received the
Nike Game Changer Award in her
junior year and was named the New
York Post Player of the Week three
times. These huge numbers and accolades earned by Carey should immediately translate into ample playing minutes in a depleted frontcourt
this basketball season. "Everybody's
really nice and welcoming, and that
makes the chemistry on the team
just as great. If you get along off the
court, you're going to get along on
the court," said Carey.

Kristine Miller
Hailing from Cedar Creek
High School in Egg Harbor City, N.J.,
Miller is a 6-foot 1-inch forward who
averaged 19.9 points, nine rebounds
and 2.3 blocks per game in her senior
season of high school. In her junior

season, she averaged 18 points per
game to help Cedar Creek to a state
title. She finished her high school
career with a remarkable 1,696 career points and 940 career rebounds.
Aside from being a 4-time All-Cape
Atlantic League selection, she was
named two-time team MVP, Atlantic City Press Player of the Year, and
First-Team All South Jersey. With
such strong rebounding and blocking
numbers, she can serve as a defensive
roadblock for opposing teams.
If Miller can play with the Stags
basketball team the same way that
she has throughout high school, expect for her to become instrumental
to the team's success and defensive
prowess. When asked about how
she has adjusted to the college atmosphere, Miller said, "Our teammates
make it really easy and help us out a
lot with any questions that we have. It
hasn't been as challenging as 1 probably thought. I don't think I could

have asked to be in a better situation
when it comes to the team."
When talking about how the
girls can transfer their basketball
skills over from high school to college, Miller said, "It's really hard to
compare to high school because it's
so much different and we went from
such a small pool of people to a bigger one. It's all about adjusting."
"I feel like in high school we
were more dominant and now everybody's just as dominant so it's
like learning to work with that," said
Carey about the transition.
These freshman girls are ready
to accept the challenge of playing
big minutes in their first year on the
team. "I guess we have big shoes to
fill considering we're just freshmen,
but we're working hard and trying.
So hopefully we can fill the spots,"
said Carey.
In a MAAC Conference filled
with tough opponents like Marist

Kelsey Carey
Carey is a 6-foot-tall forward
who scored 2,174 points over her
high school career at Saint Joseph
Hill Academy in Staten Island, N.Y
She holds a pair of top-10 single season scoring performances in Staten
Island history, scoring 610 points
as a junior and 727 points as senior,
good for second all-time. In addition
to that, she is a four-time Catholic
High School MVP and averaged 26.4
points and 15 rebounds per game in
her senior season. Carey was named

Contributed by Fairfield University Athletic Communications
From left to right: Freshmen Kristine Miller, Kelsey Carey and Samantha Cooper are expected to make solid contributions.

Contributed by Fairfield University Athletic Communications
Senior Brittany Obi-Tabot controls the ball against an opponent last season.

Obi-Tabot steps up as key player
By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
All players look to improve their
play from one season to the next, to take
their game to the next level in order to
perhaps lead their team as a whole to that
ultimate level that comes around each
and every March.
For Brittany Obi-Tabot '14, that
may be a tall order, given how much her
play has already improved on the court
last season alone.
When Obi-Tabot exploded onto
the scene last year, not many could say
they truly saw it coming. True, she always
had the ideal combination of size (6 feet 1
inch) and athleticism, but in her first two
seasons for Fairfield, she was barely seen
on the score sheet, averaging fewer than
four minutes and a point per game.
While playing behind one of
Fairfield's best forwards in team history (Taryn Johnson '12) for her first two
years definitely did not help Obi-Tabot
get featured in the offense very often,

Johnson's tutelage paid off dividends last
year, as Obi-Tabot put up Johnson-esque
numbers for the Stags: 10.5 points and
5.8 rebounds per game along with 28
blocks for the season, en route to being
named second team all-MAAC.
Despite knowing that now her
teammates are counting on her to be a
big weapon for the offense, Obi-Tabot
doesn't believe that it has put any added
demands on her.
"No real pressure," said Obi-Tabot,
"... But now I know I have this role on
the team that I have to fulfill. It's not really
pressure, it's just knowing my role on the
team and doing what I have to do."
Coach Frager believes that ObiTabot will be able to help lead the team
on and off the court, but she will have to
continue adapting her game in order to
make as big an impact this season.
"I think the challenge for someone
like Obi and even Katie [Cizynski '14] is
being much more of a known quantity,
especially in Obi's case," said Coach Frag-

er. "After you've gone through the cycle
of playing teams twice, they start to make
adjustments. The challenge for her is to
try and maintain it."
In the first two games of the season so far, Obi-Tabot has been limited
offensively, managing just two points in
the game against Texas A&M Corpus
Christi before fouling out. She was more
of a factor in the Stags' victory over the
University of Alabama at Birmingham
on Saturday, with nine points and four
rebounds, just short of her averages from
last season.
But the nonchalant and bubbly
Obi-Tabot will say that the more important number is the two in the win column, as she wants to do anything it takes
to get back to the MAAC Tournament
Final that alluded them last year, after
reaching it two years ago.
"Our class, I think we've gone to
the championship game once? We went
sophomore year, and being in that atmosphere is so much fun. Staying in the
hotel, going out to eat, it's the little things
that make it great," she said. "We've been
there before, so we really want to get
there again and experience it, and have
our freshmen experience it as well."
If Obi-Tabot wants to return to that
MAAC Tournament Final, she may have
to yet again elevate her play this year,
which would make the combination of
her and Katie Cizynski '14 one of the
most feared and dominant frontcourts in
the league.
Considering how far she has come
already, it might not be that ridiculous to
think she could take the league by surprise for the second straight year.

and Iona, these girls are also confident about their success this season.
"We don't really know too much
since we haven't played in [the conference,] but I think that we should
be ranked higher than we are. We
have a really good shot at competing
with some tough contenders," said
Miller.
Senior Christelle Akon-Akech
feels very confident about these new
additions to the team. "The freshmen
are really involved ... every single
one of them can bring something to
the table, and we can already see that.
Obviously they have growth to do as
individuals when it comes to playing,
but they have already had a big impact on the team, which is a plus."
Coach Joe Frager believes the
freshmen will have plenty of opportunities to showcase their skills
this season. "It's sort of been a crash
course for our freshmen. Miller and
Cooper and Kelsey Carey are all going to get an opportunity to play;
they're all going to see minutes,"
said Coach Frager about his new
players.
"It's not going to be learn-bywatching; they're going to get their
opportunities because we still don't
know the fate of Casey Smith with
the NCAA. So with her status up in
the air, Miller and Carey are going
to get minutes for us right away.
I think our freshmen are really good. I like our freshmen a lot.
It's just a matter of how they handle
the ups and downs of the season."
Casey Smith T6 is awaiting
an NCAA waiver decision on her
status for the 2013-14 season. So,
until her status is determined, expect for these freshmen to receive
ample minutes.

Frager happy with team's progress
CONT. FROM PG 8
zero stock in that, because none of
that takes into account any of our new
players, any of their new players [or]
who's been hurt in the offseason. All
[the voters] see is that Katie [Cizynski] and [Brittany Obi-Tabot] were
second team all league, so they think:
"They've got to be pretty good,' so they
put us fourth."
One player who remains a key to
their success is Kristin Schatzlein T6.
She did not start a single game during
her freshman campaign last year, but
appeared in all 32 games for Frager, allowing him to gain confidence in her.
However, even if she does have the
starting job as of now, that does not
mean Frager is content for her to stop
improving, as he still sees holes in her
game that he would like to see fade
away with more time and experience.
"We've been playing Schatzlein
in the other position, and the more
she's out there the more comfortable
she gets," he said. "With her, she's got
that personality sometimes where she
defers and she's so unselfish. I actually think she plays better when she's
a little bit more aggressive, because
she's such a good passer. We try to hit
home that the more aggressive you
are, the easier it will be to find people."
As for the rest of the team and especially his seniors, Frager could only
find one complaint about the group
as a whole: emotion. Usually when a

coach says that, he or she would like
to see their players try to keep their
feelings in check, so as to remain in
control throughout the game.
Frager, on the flipside, would
like to see more times of emotional
outpour from his team.
"This is a tough team from the
outside looking in to really read, because we don't have a lot of demonstrative [players], kids with a lot of
expression. Katie has a poker face,
Obi has a poker face, [DaCruz] has a
poker face," said Frager. "Of those five
girls [Cizynski, Obi-Tabot, Vazquez,
DaCruz, and Schatzlein], none of
them are what you would call a 'wear
the heart on the sleeve' type kid.
"To someone on the outside
looking in, they might say 'Where's
the passion in this group?' But I do
think they're hungry in their own
very understated way. They do really
want to do well."
Overall, Frager would like to see
this team improve throughout the
season, becoming better as they go
along.
"I think this team has the ability,
if we stay healthy, to play their better basketball later [in the season],"
said Frager. "We have stretches where
we look great, and we put a couple
of the young kids out there, and it's
like 'What exactly are we doing right
now?' But they're a good group."
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The
Fairfield
Five:
Stags' seniors look to lead team to title

Contributed by Fairfield University Athletic Communications
From left to right: Seniors Christelle Akon-Akech, Katie Cizynski, Alexys Vazquez, Brittany Obi-Tabot and Casey Grace. The Stags are going to look to the seniors to lead them to a MAAC title.

By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
The Fairfield Five: Stag seniors
look to lead team to title
Experience is one team component that all coaches, in any sport,
would like their team to have. For
Fairfield's Joe Frager, his team features
five players who have as much experience as any group in the conference.
Seniors Katie Cizynski, Brittany
Obi-Tabot, Christelle Akon-Akech
and Alexys Vazquez, along with Felicia DaCruz '15, all have multiple years
of playing at this level to their name.
All of them have played in multiple
MAAC Tournaments and different
post season tournaments, and all experienced playing in a MAAC Tournament Final two years ago against
Marist.
Including Casey Grace '14, who
transferred to Fairfield going into
last season after two years of playing
at community college, the Stags have
five seniors on the team. Of all MAAC
teams, only Siena has more seniors on
its roster, with six.
This would lead most people to
think that the Stags are in a great position to take a shot at Marist, who
has been entrenched atop the MAAC
standings for almost a decade. But
there is another side of this year's team
that has already made Coach Frager
ask, "What exactly are we doing right
now?"
The remaining seven players on
the team have a year or less of Division I collegiate basketball experience
each, including three true freshmen
or, in the case of Margeaux Dupuy '15
and Casey Smith '16, are ineligible to
play this season due to transfer rules.
Due to that drastic imbalance in

the lineup, Coach Frager said that the
team will rely on the experienced players more not only during games, but in
practices as well.
"Right now we have the stability
of Katie [Cizynski] and Obi [Tabot],
who have been through it, and Lexy
Vazquez," said Coach Frager. "So those
three are sort of the kids that we lean
on for stability and leadership, and Felicia [DaCruz] is vastly improved. She's
had as good a preseason as I could ask
of her so far ... we're going to rely on
Christelle [Akon-Akech] as well."
Coach Frager said that the seniors so far have led the inexperienced
players along nicely, culminating in
the last few practices before the season
started being the best practices of the
year. He went on to say that this class is
best suited to lead because of the success they have had as a team and individually on the court, but would like
to see them improve in some areas of
leadership as well.
"Leadership wise, they're good
right now by the old lead-by-example,"
said Coach Frager. "Where they have
some growing to do is in terms of leading vocally, because those three people
[Cizynski, Obi-Tabot and Vazquez],
they are just so nice, and they don't
want to rub anyone the wrong way. So
at times I think they're going to have
to understand, as leaders, it's OK to
rub somebody the wrong way if you
get the end result.
"You can't do that all the time,
but I think that's the challenge of,
'When should I step up and be a little
more firm with my team, and when
do I need to back off and encourage,'
which is something they all have to
grow into. And we have to try to help
them."

Cizynski said that she thinks the
process of integrating the freshmen is
going very well, saying that the new
players are "definitely open to listening" to the upperclassmen.
"Being a senior, I know what to
expect, especially with practices and
plays and whatever, so that's a lot easier. A lot of it is helping the younger
kids get a hold of that quicker," said
Cizynski.
Her fellow seniors agree, and
have begun to embrace their roles.
"I feel like just yesterday, I was in
a freshman's position and I was looking up to the seniors, so it definitely
makes us take on a different role being the leader, because now everybody
is following us," said Vazquez. "If we
have a lot of energy and intensity at
practice, then it's going to impact the
rest of the team."
Akon-Akech said that the team
overall is benefitting from the large
influx of new players these past two
years.
"Also, having new people is a
good thing because you change your
game in a sense," said Akon-Akech
They look up to you, so you try to
show them what to do, but at the same
time you see different ways to play.
Kelsey [Carey] is very similar to Katie
[Cizynski], but she's also very different, so its little things like that."
Aside from keeping up their own
game and teaching the freshmen, the
seniors on this team have one main
goal that hasn't changed throughout
the years: winning.
"I think this year, us five seniors
really want to win. It's our last year,
and I think it's starting to hit us that
we may not play basketball again [after
college]," said Obi-Tabot. "So this year

we're really pushing ourselves to make
a name for ourselves. We're the biggest
class we have on the team, and I think
this will be a good year."
After their early exit from the
MAAC Tournament last season,
Akon-Akech said that the team will
use all the losses from last year as motivation for the upcoming season, not
just the one that dashed their hopes of
a MAAC Tournament Title.
"You don't forget. Let's say Rider

last year. You want to move on from
that, but you don't forget that you lost
twice against them," said Akon-Akech. "Everyone talks about Marist, but
there are other teams that we have to
take care of, and that's the thing.
"You do it all for that. That's the
goal, that's the aim," Akon-Akech
said about winning. "All you're going
through, all the struggles, the tears,
everything — it's for that. That's all we
have left. It's a motivation."

Breakdown of
Women's Basketbal
Seniors
Coaches and assistants

(Plus one director of operations)
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en's Schedule
Date

Women's

Opponent

Time

Nov. 23

University of Louisville

2:00 p.m.

Nov. 17

©St. Bonaventure

2:00 p.m.

Nov. 24

UNC/Richmond

TBA

Nov. 21

Lehigh University

TBA

Nov. 29

©Providence College

12:30 p.m.

Nov. 25

La Salle University

12:30 p.m.

Dec. 6

@Quinnipiac University*

8:30 p.m.

Dec. 2

©Gonzaga

8:30 p.m.

Dec. 8

lona College1

1:30 p.m.

Dec. 7

Morgan State

1:30 p.m.

Dec. 11

©Belmont University

7:00 p.m.

Dec. 8

Dec. 15

Northeastern University

1:00 p.m.

Dec. 18

University of Oklahoma

1:00 p.m.

Dec. 21

©Wisconsin-Green Bay

1:00 p.m.

Dec. 29

©Rider University*

1:00 p.m.

Dec. 28

©Bucknell University

2:00 p.m.

Dec. 31

Niagara University*

2:00 p.m.

Jan. 2

©Marist College'

7:00 p.m.

Jan. 3

©Monmouth University* 7:00 p.m.

Jan. 4

©Manhattan College*

7:00 p.m.

Jan. 5

Quinnipiac University*

7:00 p.m.

Jan. 8

Saint Peter's University*

7:00 p.m.

Jan. 9

©Manhattan College*

7:00 p.m.

Jan.10

@lona College*

7:00 p.m.

Jan. 11

Marist College

7:00 p.m.

Jan.16

Niagara University*

8:30 p.m.

Jan. 16

Siena College*

8:30 p.m.

Jan.18

Manhattan College'

1:30 p.m.

Jan. 18

lona College*

1:30 p.m.

Jan. 23

©Monmouth University*

7:00 p.m.

Jan. 24

Canisius College'

7:00 p.m.

Jan. 26

Siena College*

12:00 p.m

Jan. 26

©Quinnipiac University* 12:00 p.m.

Feb. 1

Canisius College*

1:00 p.m.

Jan. 30

©lona College*

Feb. 3

©Rider University*

7:00 p.m.

Feb. 1

©Saint Peter's University*7:00 p.m.

Feb. 7

Monmouth University*

TBA

Feb. 4

Monmouth University*

TBA

Feb. 10

@Siena College*

7:00 p.m.

Feb. 8

©Marist College'

7:00 p.m.

Feb. 13

Quinnipiac University*

8:30 p.m.

Feb. 13

Rider University*

8:30 p.m.

Feb. 15

Rider University*

4:00 p.m.

Feb. 15

Saint Peter's University* 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 20 ©Niagara University*

7:00 p.m.

Feb. 21

Manhattan College*

7:00 p.m.

Feb. 22

©Canisius College*

2:00 p.m.

Feb. 23

©Siena College*

2:00 p.m.

Feb. 25

©Saint Peter's University* 7:00 p.m.

Feb. 28

©Canisius College*

7:00 p.m.

Feb. 28

Marist College*

Mar. 2

©Niagara University*

7:00 p.m.

7:00 o.m.

Date

Opponent

'Brown/Maine

* denotes a MAAC conference game

Time

7:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

